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It is the custom of presidents of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association in their address to 
the Annual General Meeting to give a résumé of the 
outstanding events which have occurred in the pro- 
fession during their year of office; an exception to 
this was the late Robert Simpson who relinquished 
the Presidential Chair when the Centralised 
Veterinary Service was about to be inaugurated, 
and he was able, therefore, to express his hopes 
for the future. Had the aspirations and expectations 
of Robert Simpson and others been fulfilled, the 
burdens of my year of office would have been 
considerably lighter than has in fact been the case. 
But of this more anon. 

Like most presidents, I suppose, I commenced my 
year of office with the good intention of solving all 
the difficulties which beset their association or pro- 
fession, and of leaving behind a record of work based 
upon a solid foundation. Again, I suppose, like most 
presidents, I come to the close of my year of office 
with the feeling of profound disappointment that 
more has not been accomplished, though I have, 
perhaps, a better excuse than most for my short- 
comings. 

When the Congress at Yarmouth dissolved, many 
of us, myself included, still cherished the hope that 
sanity would prevail over crass lunacy—but within a 
few weeks war was upon us. Since that time the 
Officers of the Association with the willing assistance 
of the permanent staff have endeavoured to carry on 
the work to the best of their ability. Nearly every- 
where we have encountered a policy of laissez faire 
until after the war. 

At the outbreak of hostilities the position so far as 
the Veterinary Profession was concerned was 
extremely obscure; nobody, not even Government 
departments, seemed to be at all clear what part the 
Veterinary Profession would be called upon to play 
in the successful prosecution of the war. ‘This 


Association drew up plans for the protection of 
ractices of members absent on active service. 
ubsequent events have proved that of far greater 

moment and infinitely greater difficulty has been the 

protection of practices of those members who 
normally seek their livelihood in coastal areas or 
exclusively amongst small animals. 

To these difficulties has now been added that of 
rendering assistance to those unfortunate individuals 


who have been bombed out of house and home. This 


Association intends to spare no effort to solve these 
difficulties. It is obvious that even if the whole of 


the slender financial resources which we possess were 


devoted to the mitigation of these problems little 
impression would be made upon them. Our first 
care must be those of our members or their depend- 
ants who have lost all and who have neither the health, 
strength nor opportunity to help themselves; to 
these unfortunates every shilling is vital: this after- 
noon you will be asked to vote an immediate sum of 
£1,000—one-fourteenth of the Association’s capital— 
to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund for the 


use of members of this Association or their depend- 


ants. The Officers of the Association are grateful to 
those who have so far responded to our appeal, some 
of them in generous measure, but it is to my mind 
incomprehensible that every member has not 
responded: the privilege of contributing—and it is 
a privilege—even 5s. each would mean over £500. 
I appeal to all to use their every endeavour in this 
cause—beg, borrow or steal from your friends and 
clients | 

The Council of the Association is satisfied that the 
solution of the problem of unemployment or under- 
employment of those veterinary surgeons able and 
willing to work does not lie in the direction of making 
grants of money, but rather in the provision of a 
means of earning their own living—of providing full 
employment. To this end the Association is striving ; 
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we are convinced that there is work of national 


importance in our own sphere of activity-for wey "> 
Wi 


member of the profession, and the Association 
the help of the Joint N.V.M.A.-R.C.V.S. Committee, 


intends to bring pressure to bear upon the Ministry 
of Agriculture, the-Ministry of Food—if necessary‘on 


the floor of the House and through the Privy Council 
—to. utilise the services of the Veterinary Profession 
more fully in the national interest, and so justify the 
decision of the Government in placing us in the 
Schedule of Reserved Occupations. : 

As the war progressed it e evident that the 
introduction of methods of collective marketing and 
centralised slaughtering afforded a rare opportunity 
for the authorities to avail themselves of the unrivalled 
facilities which could be offered by the Veterinary 
Profession with regard to meat inspection as a means 
of preventing wastage, by the unnecessary condemna- 


tion of meat, and the protection of the population by | 
the failure of those less experienced to seize meat — 


which was unfit for human consumption. A special 
committee of veterinary experts on this subject was 
set up and a memorandum—a truly impressive 
document—was prepared, largely due to the efforts 
of Professor Miller, ably assisted by Dr. Wooldridge. 
This document was, as you know, sent to the Minister 
of Food, the Minister of Agriculture, the Minister of 
Health and the Secretary of State for Scotland. Mr. 
L. B. A. Grace was seconded by the City of London 
to the Ministry of Food, and after long delay a 
deputation from the National Veterinary Medical 
Association was received by that Ministry. The 
fruits of that deputation have been disappointing ; 
apart from the seconding of two senior Veterinary 
Officers of the Ministry of Agriculture, the memo- 
randum and the deputation has had little result. 
One cannot but reflect how different might have been 
the outcome had the Ministry of Agriculture been 
bold enough to have taken over the meat inspection 
services of the country in the 
Veterinary Service was established. I am not eat 4 
our veterinary colleagues of the Animal Heal 

Division—doubtless they gave the matter serious 
consideration, and their di ties were not far to 
seek—but I am certain that I am voicing the general 
opinion within the Profession that a golden oppor- 
tunity was lost of placing the control of the meat 
_ inspection services where it rightly belongs and where 
it will inevitably ultimately finish—under the super- 
vision of the Veterinary Profession. In this connec- 
tion I must mention the new hope which has been 
born within us all by the appointment at the Ministry 
of Health of Sir Weldon as 
| Chief Medical Officer. I venture to say 
that up till now the Veterinary Profession has never 


had a single friend highly placed at that Ministry, 
but we have now in Sir Weldon—a man obviously of 
outstanding ability, otherwise he could not have 
risen to the pinnacle which he now occupies at so 
early an age—a valuable liaison between ourselves 
and the Ministry of Health ; for years he has realised 


and appreciated the worth of the Veterinary Pro- 


fession, and we can be sure that even if he is not 
always able to agree with us, we shall at least be 


assured of a fair ‘ 


The rapprochement een the Veterinary Pro- 


_- fession and the animal welfare societies has not gone 
-according to plan. Most of you are familiar-with the 


difficulties which crop up in this connection. | 
myself was not blind to them, but I confess that I did 
not realise that the path leading to complete under- 
standing was so tortuous or so difficult. The first 
obstacle to be surmounted was the misunderstanding 
which had arisen between the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons and the Council of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association. With the 
help of my colleagues and a reciprocal desire on the 
part of the Royal,College for agreement, this problem 
was soon solved, and the first Joint Committee in the 
history of the two bodies was established. I am not 
one of those who believe in trying to merge or 
confuse the separate and distinct functions of our 
two Councils, but there are certain stretches of 
country which are common to us both and contain 
fences which can much better be negotiated together. 
At an early stage in its deliberations the Joint Com- 
mittee realised that the fundamental essential to an 


- agreement with all animal welfare societies was a new 


Veterinary Bill. As you know this is in course of 
poe, though when it will be in a state to place 

fore the House, I am not going to conjecture; I 
can assure members, however, that the Divisions and 
Council of the Association will have every facility for 
deliberating upon the merits or demerits of the Bill 
before it is presented. 

I had fondly hoped that, with the creation of the 
National A.R.P. for Animals Committee, we were 
well on the way towards an amicable settlement of 
the differences between the respective animal welfare 
societies on the one hand, and the societies and the 
Profession on the other. I will go so far as to admit 
that I was foolish enough to believe that the appoint- 
ment of myself as Liaison Officer was a step in the 
right direction. Nobody could have more ardently 
desired co-operation and friendly relationship than 
did 1; not many, I believe, could have striven more 
earnestly for this end, but the tangible results have 
fallen far short of my hopes and aspirations—this 
despite the patience and forbearance of the Chairman, 
Mr. Dale, whose powers of conciliation have been 
used to the utmost, and in spite of the trojan efforts 
of the Chief Executive Officer, Colonel Stordy, to 
weld his heterogenous mass of workers into a com- 


posite whole. 


In a number of places things have gone well. 
Reports have reached us of mutual appreciation of 
the others’ work, but these instances are far too few. 
I do not wish to enter into details of failures or to 
discuss faults ; it is sufficient for me to say that my 
veterinary colleagues associated with me on the 
National A.R.P. for Animals Committee agree that 
the faults have not all been on the one side. Very 
many veterinary surgeons have worked —, and 
indefatigably—money could not repay their efforts— 
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but I am sorry to say that with regard to some others, 
if they were rewarded with the smallest coin of the 
realm, they would be overpaid ; unfortunately it is 
by these latter that we are often judged. 


In spite of these setbacks, I think real progress has 


been made in a number of directions ; as you will see 
from the Annual Report, Mr. John Smith has been 
appointed to the Colonial Office. Well merited 
thanks have been paid to the Overseas Committee 
for this achievement, but without much spade work 
by Dr. Wooldridge and Professor Miller, particularly 
the former, the work of the Committee would have 
been unavailing. 

The Association has succeeded, in spite of con- 
siderable opposition, in getting Professor Dalling 
appointed to the war-time Poultry Advisory Com- 
mittee, to represent the Veterinary Profession: as 
those who know him expected, Professor Dalling has 
justified his selection, and is proving himself invalu- 
able. The stand which we took on this occasion is 
the stand which we shall always take—namely, that 
if there is a committee set up to deal with problems 
concerning livestock from no matter what angle, 
there should be veterinary representation on that 
committee as it is always able to make a useful 
contribution. It is not necessary, as so many still 
think—and among them those who ought to know 
better—for the problem to be associated with disease 
for it to be of interest to us. 

During the year a committee of the Association 
considered the relationship of the research worker 
and the veterinary practitioner. You will have seen 
the recommendations of this Committee set out in 
the Annual Report. In this connection, to quote 
from the Report, ‘The Council also adopted a 
recommendation that steps be taken to arrange with 
the Agricultural Research Council that as veterinary 
practitioners are an important constituent of the 
Association and an essential body of scientists in 
themselves, a veterinary practitioner should, as a 
matter of principle, be invited to join each of their 
committees on animal diseases.”” This is a recom- 
mendation which, if it is adopted by the Agricultural 
Research Council—and I have reason to believe that 
it may be—will have a far-reaching effect. 

In connection with the work of the Association I 
would like to make brief reference to the relationship 
between the Veterinary Profession and manufacturing 
chemists ; for years this has been to me a running 
sore. To quote again from the Annual Report, “‘ For 
some considerable time the Association has been 
perturbed by the misuse of certain biological products 
due to their indiscriminate distribution. It is felt 
that many of the diseases for which these products 
are prepared are only capable of accurate diagnosis by 
a veterinarian, and that some of them, necessitating 
the use of a hypodermic syringe, require a knowledge 
of anaphylaxis, etc., which few animal owners to-day 


In recent months discussions between the Officers 
of the Association and the heads of several of the 
larger firms of manufacturing chemists have taken 
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place ; these discussions have not been unfruitful. 
It has even been suggested by one of the largest 
manufacturing firms that they would be prepared to 
restrict to the Veterinary Profession all biologicals 
requiring the use of the hypodermic syringe. The’ 
whole problem is knotty, but again I am not unhopeful 
that it may be solved. The solution will be greatly 
simplified if the Ministry of Agriculture would, in 
the interests of agriculturists themselves, introduce 
legislation to control the sale of |biological products ; 
upon this point most of the firms of manufacturing 
chemists are themselves agreed. 
On the other hand, I have witnessed the competi- 
tion between some veterinary practitioners and the 
animal medicine vendors for/the sale to animal 
owners of concoctions, of which the most charitable 
thing which can often be said about them is that 
they are innocuous. In this busjness; the practitioner 
is the least blameworthy ; he has, in the past, received 
little encouragement and a lot pf discouragement in 
the practice of preventive medicine. The practitioner 
must live and if he is to forsake the age-old practice 
of selling stock medicines for prpfit as one of his main 
means of livelihood, other fields must be opened up 
to him—preventive medicine must be made to pay.. 
No presidential report this ydar would be complete 
without reference to the work|of the Survey Com- 
mittee. Most of those present jwill recollect that this 
Committee came into being the result of the 
resolution passed by the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners, consequent upon} the masterly address 
by Professor Dalling on the subject of the “‘ Veterinary 
Profession and its part in the |welfare of livestock.” 
This Committee bids well to be the mcst important 
in the history of the Association. The fruits of its 
labours will, I believe, inaugufate a new charter for 
the Veterinary Profession. The work which we are 
attempting to do now is the work which many of us, 
including the late Robert Simpson, visualised would 
be done by the Animal Health Division of the 
Ministry of Agriculture. In |saying this, I am not 
criticising or blaming my veterinary colleagues ; we 
imagine that hedged round by} departmental red tape 
it is not easy to revolutionige what has been the 
accepted practice of generations. The war has been 
responsible for much delay, 
abandonment of many plans, 
work of the Survey Committe¢ it has had the opposite 
effect. Never was the time more propitious, never 
was it so necessary to avoid te due to disease or 
indifferent animal husband This Association is 
convinced that now is the time, as never before, to 
make a determined onslaught} against those prevent- 
able diseases which are responsible for so much loss 
to the farming community and the country as a 
whole. We believe that if one could only capitalise 
the loss in this country due |to preventable disease, 
the sum of money involved |would be staggering— 
it would subsidise any schenje of disease control or 
eradication. 
In the early stages of the Survey Committee’s 
deliberations it became obvious that closer liaison 


> 
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with the National Farmers’ Union was desirable ; 
accordingly, contact was made with this body. As 
the result of a preliminary discussion a joint com- 
mittee (N.V.M.A.-N.F.U.) was formed, and at the 
subsequent meeting the Association’s proposals were 
sympathetically. received; the National Farmers’ 
Union is now waiting to discuss the plans which we 
intend to submit to them. 

The Executive of the Survey Committee has had 
many meetings. It has formed the opinion from 
evidence submitted to it by experts, both veterinary 
and those of allied sciences, that the greatest loss to 
the farming community to-day is due to mastitis, 
contagious abortion and temporary infertility. It has 
drawn up a first interim report in connection with 
these three diseases, making certain recommendations 
for their control. Briefly what I, personally, hope 
is that in return for a gallonage levy administered 
by the Milk Marketing Board, the practitioner 
will pay regular periodic visits to the farms of his 
clients who subscribe to the scheme: at these visits 
he will carry out a clinical examination of the udder 
of every milking cow and heifer, advise and treat 
such as are affected ; he will blood-sample for con- 
tagious abortion, and vaccinate in selected cases ; he 
will carry out routine examination of cows for 

ancy, and treat those that are barren. I am 
satisfied that if the recommendations embodied in 
the first interim report of the Survey Committee are 
carried out conscientiously both by the stock owner 
and the practitioner, with the co-operation of the 
laboratory worker, mastitis and contagious abortion 
can be controlled in a large measure, and that 
temporary infertility and sterility can be reduced to 
the extent of 70 or 80 per cent. The result will be 
increased milk yields, an increase in calf production, 
and the elimination of those all-too-numerous 
“* passengers ”’ which at the present time nearly every 
farm carries. It will have the effect also of bringing 
the veterinary practitioner into close and regular 
consultation with the farmer. To achieve the 
maximum benefit from this scheme it is imperative 
to secure the co-operation and support of the National 
Farmers’ Union, the Milk Marketing Board, the 
Animal Health Division of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Agricultural Research Council ; indeed, I am 
hopeful that a grant may be forthcoming from the 
Treasury through the good offices of the Animal 
Health Division in order to reduce the amount of the 
levy from the farmer. 

_'The Survey Committee has also considered the 
subject of tuberculosis, Johne’s disease and calf 
diseases, and, it will shortly be reporting upon them. 
In.the meantime, I will content myself with saying 
that as ‘soon a$ we are satisfied with the potency and 
specificity of “ official ”’ tuberculin it is our intention 
to make strenuous representations to the Ministry of 
Agriculture to reverse the decision regarding the 
suspension of the Attested Herd Scheme. In due 
course the diseases of pigs and sheep and measures 
or their control will be considered also. The effect 
of these schemes must inevitably result in a better 


service by the Profession to the farmer and in the 
full employment of every member of the Veterinary 
Profession. 

I believe that there will be little difference of 
opinion that by full employment in this work of 
national importance, the members of the Veterinary 
Profession will be fulfilling their duty to the country 
better than by enlisting in H.M. Forces. 

These problems which we have set ourselves to 
solve are not those of the Veterinary Profession alone. 
We recognise that they are equally the problem of the 
dairy bacteriologist, the physiologist, the bio-chemist, 
the endocrinologist, the nutritionist, etc.—in other 
words, that it is a “team” job. Realising this, we 
have sought and received willing assistance from 
distinguished members of allied sciences and we pro- 
pose to continue and extend this co-operation. 

The Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons was impressed with the objects of the Survey 
Committee and suggested the formation of a joint 
N.V.M.A.-R.C.V.S. committee in order that the 
weight and influence of the Royal College might be 
added to that of the Association in its endeavour to 
implement the recommendations of the Survey Com- 
mittee. This gesture of goodwill was welcomed— 
a Joint Committee formed. At its first meeting, it 
was clearly stated by the President of the Royal 
College that they had no intention of trying to 
influence the Association’s policy, their sole object 
being to assist the Association in its approach to 
Government departments and other bodies. 

I think it would not be out of place here to call the 
earnest attention of the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons and’ the Principals of our 
veterinary schools to the urgent need of additional 
facilities being provided at the teaching centres to 
keep pace with modern requirements of veterinary 
science. 

One last function the Survey Committee has under- 
taken on behalf of the Association. I have offered its 
assistance to the Ministry of Agriculture Publicity 
Committee in the preparation of articles on animal 
husbandry and “‘ ad hoc”’ diseases for publication in 
the agricultural and lay Press. These articles will be 
published under the auspices of the National Vet- 
erinary Medical Association and will represent the 
agreed opinion of modern veterinary thought. 

To members of the Executive of the Survey Com- 
mittee I should like to extend a special word of 
thanks—particularly to my shadow cabinet, Professor 
Dalling, Professor Miller and Dr. Wooldridge, who, 
at great personal inconvenience, have given much 
time and still more thought, to the sifting of the 
evidence which we have received, the preparation of 
the draft report and the accompanying-memorandum 
—like Mr. Churchill, all I can offer them is work, 
toil and sweat, and right nobly have they responded. 
To my fellow officers, to members of other com- 
mittees, to members of Council, and to the perma- 
nent staff, I should like to express my gratitude for 
the support which they have given me, without 
which I. gould have accomplished little. ; 
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THE WAR-TIME WORK OF THE 
N.V.M.A. 


a in this number we publish the 
address delivered by the President at the Annual 
General Meeting of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association. The President reviews some of the 
activities of the Association during his year of 
office and discusses, in brief, the work which will 
be undertaken during the ensuing year. 

Those who are well acquainted with the working 
of the Association will be unanimous in declaring 
the wisdom of re-electing the President and other 
officers for a further term. of office. The woek 
carried out and commenced during the past year is 
probably more important than any hitherto under- 
taken or accomplished and, led by the President, 
those who have participated in it deserve the 
warmest thanks, not only of members of the Associ- 
ation but also of the whole veterinary profession in 
this country and overseas. 

A perusal of the President’s address shows the 
variety of subjects dealt with and, to some extent, 
the progress made—but few, other than those in- 
timately concerned with the various committees 
working on the different problems, can visualise the 
vast amount of time which all these considerations 
have occupied and the amount of work involved. 

One of the main policies of the Association at 
the present time is to ensure that the services of 
members of the veterinary profession are utilised to 
the full in the national interest and with this end in 
view, the work of its Survey Committee is all im- 
portant. If, during the next few months, an agreed 
scheme can be evolved whereby full use will be made 
of the veterinary profession in conserving the health 
of livestock throughout the country, it will be felt 
generally that the profession is making a valuable 
contribution to the war effort and is being used for 
work for which it is most fitted by its training and 
experience. The N.V.M.A. has accepted the duty 
of preparing such a scheme, and already considerable 
progress has been made. In fact in the very near future 
the Association will be ready to begin nogotiations 
with the various authorities and bodies concerned. 
In this effort it is necessary to have the full co- 
operation of the profession. The fact that the 
President and his officers have been re-elected is 


 T have addressed a personal letter of appeal to all 
members of ‘the profession who are not members of 
this Association urging them to join—they will 
inevitably benefit from the work which we are doing 
and we want their co-operation s6 that in spite of 
difficulties which ‘have arisen, in spite of difficulties 
which will arise in the future, the Association will 
continue to go forward from strength to stféngth. 
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sufficient evidence of the faith} which members: of 
the Association have in their ability and at a time like 
the present it behoves every member of the veter- 
inary profession to rally round 
on their behalf. The first essential is that veterinary 
surgeons should be members |of the Association 
itself. A strong Association, lel by a strong Presi- 
dent and officers, can accomplish much. 


CLINICAL COMMUNICATION 


M & B 693 in the Treatment of “Summer” 
or “Dry” Mastitis* 


A. THOMPSON, 
BELFAST 


-R.C.V.S. 


In Northern Ireland there exists a very serious and 
sometimes fatal form of mastitis known as “ summer 
mastitis ”’ or “‘ dry mastitis.” The death rate from this 
form of mastitis may reach 60 per cent. in some 
districts yet in others, and especially in certain years, 
it may be comparatively mild. 

The causal organism is tin pyogenes. In 
the field one cannot make a mistake in differentiating 
it from the other forms of mastitis, because of the 
offensive odour and characteristic yellow pus-like dis- 
charge from the udder and its prevalence in dry cows. 
It is seasonal and appears in the months of July, 
August 2nd September with the peak period in August, 
especially if a warm summer prevails. The vector is 
said to be “ flies ’°—the season of the year and the 
cows being at grass would support this, yet it may not 
be the whole picture as pyogenes cases do occur in 
the winter time. 

Some may doubt the prevalence of this, disease but 
in our practice, during a busy spell, we may encounter 
a dozen cases in two or three days, and the knackers’ 
yards in these months are fully stocked with cows 
which have died from this condition. 

In my experience I divide the affected cows into four 
groups :— 

(a) Fulminating Type.—From the time of appearance 
of symptoms the animal quickly succumbs. ‘The usual 
picture, as first seen, is temperature 100°, pulse 100, 
the animal showing unmistakable signs of collapse, and 
udder discharge—yellowish, blood-stained and evil 
smelling. Death in 24 to 84 hours. :, 

This type does not respond to treatment. I believe 
that a secondary organism may be associated with this 
type to induce such rapid collapse without any attempt 
at resistance by the body defences. Strychnine sub- 
cutaneously stimulates the individual to a certain 
degree but does not affect the final result. 

(b) High Temperature Type.—-Temperature usually 
round about 105°, pulse 80, associated. symptoms of 
high fever, udder very hard and painful when touched, 
and, if any, little discharge which in the early stage is 
blood-stained and granular. m paucity of the dis- 


charge is intensified naturally in “ dry ” cows. Prior 
to 693 therapy treatment was| on standard lines— 


-*Presented to the North of Ireland V.M.A. at Belfast, 
September 6th, 1940. 


em in their efforts | 


-_— 
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febrifuges, udder ointment, and stripping of affected 
quarters. In my experience a very great deal depended 
upon how hard the farmer “ worked” upon the 
affected quarters and the frequency of emptying them 
out. The udder discharge becomes more yellow and 
pus-like and great difficulty may be experienced in 
drawing the teats owing to the cheesy lumps which 
may block the duct. 

The prognosis is only fair, the case developing along 
three courses. (1) Death. (2) Gangrene of the udder, 
evidenced by crackling under the skin of the quarter 
and coldness of the area. If the animal recovers from 
this she becomes more or less a “ knacker.”’ (3) 
Gradual recovery followed by loss of the affected 
quarters. 

(c) Foint Type.—This is similar to the high tempera- 
ture type but characterised by affection of one or more 
joints, principally the hock joint. The joint is very 
painful and swollen and probably is the seat of a local 
infection of C. pyogenes. 

The prognosis is similar to type (b) with the addi- 
peo problem of inability of the animal to stand upon 
its feet. 

(d) Mild Type.—Usually found in dry cows and 
first observed when the farmer finds a hard quarter 
containing the characteristic yellow, evil-smelling dis- 
charge. In this type the animal has no temperature, 
its appetite is fairly good, and the treatment is local. 

Prognosis—loss of quarter. 

The most serious factor in these cases is a springing 
cow calving whilst affected and the subsequent 
engorgement of the udder with milk flares up the 
existing condition. These animals usually die. 


In collaboration with the Veterinary Research 
Division it was decided to treat a group of cases with 
693 which had been very kindly donated by Messrs. 
May & Baker. 

We were fortunate in having eleven cases in three 
days and most fortunate in the types encountered : 
Group a, two cases; Group 3, five cases; Group c 
three cases ; Group d, one case. 

CONDITIONS OF EXPERIMENT.—It was decided, as 
most of the cows were of the Shorthorn variety, to 
make the initial dose 75 grammes, followed by 25 
grammes, morning and night for three days. Ayr- 
shires and other smaller breeds were to be started upon 
50 grammes followed by the twice daily dose of 
25 grammes. Milk samples were to be taken for 
laboratory examination to confirm the presence of 
C. pyogenes. Citrated blood samples were also to be 
taken 24 hours after the initial dosage and submitted 
to Messrs. May & Baker for determination of the 693 
(Dagenan) concentration in the blood stream. Nothing 
other than 693 was to be administered, local treatment 
being applied as before. 

Owing to the limitation of the size of this paper a 
résumé only of these cases is given. 

Cases 1 and 2.—Both cows had been bought the 
previous day in the open market. Fulminating type— 
temperature 100°, pulse 100, acute depression. 693 
administered. No. 1 died three hours later and No. 2 
in 24 hours. 

Case 3.—Seen within one hour of owner noticing 
udder abnormal. Two quarters affected, temperature 
103-4°, pulse 80, no appetite. 

Twenty-four hours later temperature 101-2°, pulse 
80, and general condition much improved. 


Two days later health excellent, udder nearly back 
to normal, and discharge nearly milk-like in character. 
Case 4.—Temperature 104-5°, pulse 70, very sick. 

Twenty-four hours later temperature 101-5°, pulse 
50, and secretion much improved. 

Two days later, like No. 3, nearly back to normal 
and should not lose use of the quarters. 

Case 5.—Temperature 105°, pulse 70, joints 
affected and unable to stand, diarrhoea, and a history 
of being affected three days previously. 

Twenty-four hours later temperature 104° and 
general condition improved. 

At the third day much improved, joints reduced in 
size and less painful, temperature 103°, pulse 60, and 
diarrhoea cleared up. 

At the fourth day general condition of animal very 
good. Discharge coming freely but still a certain 
degree of induration in the quarters. These quarters 
will never recover but the comfort of the cow has been 
assured. 

Case 6.—Temperature 105°, very sick, one quarter 
affected. 

Twenty-four hours later temperature 101°, very 
well and eating normally. 

Two days later temperature and pulse normal, udder 
greatly improved, and will probably in time recover 
normality. 

Case 7.—Temperature 105°, joints, especially hocks, 
affected ; 50 grammes 693 given. 

Twenty-four hours later temperature 102-6°, but 
general condition much the same. 

At the third day temperature 102°, eating well and 
greatly improved. Discharge now coming freely. 
Induration still definite. 

At the first visit this cow was typed as not a good 
case. 

Case 8.—Very similar to No. 7, eight months in calf. 

At the third day it was decided no further visit was 
necessary, except one at a later date to see how the 
udder fined down. 

Case 9.—Nos. 7, 8 and 9 all appeared in the one 
farm and within 24 hours. 


No. 9 was again similar in character to the other two 
—high temperature and affected joints. The end 
resu]t was also similar. 

Case 10.—Temperature 105° and joints also affected. 

At 24 hours temperature 104°, pulse 80. 

At 48 hours temperature 102°, eating well and 
general condition excellent. Discharge now comin, 
freely and udder greatly softened down. 

Case 11.—Temperature 105°, pulse 90. A good case 
as she was due to calf—which she did the next day 
and subsequently held her afterbirth for two days until 
removed. This, coupled with the flush of milk into 
an udder affected in two quarters, provided sufficient 
secondary problems. 

At the third day, temperature 101-5°, pulse 50, eating 
and “ doing very well.” 

The cow lost very little condition and it is intended 
to watch the progress made later. The udder at this 


stage was quite large but discharging freely. 


DISCUSSION 


The onset of pyogenic mastitis is sudden. The 
damage done is rapid and permanent if adequate 
treatment is not employed, therefore a great deal 
depends upon how soon a farmer observes a change in 
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the udder. The fact that so many are dry makes this 
a real difficulty. 

Cases 3, 4 and 6 were all seen within several hours 
of onset and in each case the udder finally returned to 
normal. In the other cases the quarters became con- 
siderably reduced in size and discharged freely. In 
these cases a certain induration remained followed by 
a variable loss of milking capacity. 

The outstanding feature in the use of 693 in this 
group of cases was the improvement in condition of 
the animals. “‘ They improved so much in themselves,” 
one farmer remarked, who had three such cows 
eating and chewing their cud. I also noted an absence 
of the toxic signs associated with mastitis due to 
C. pyogenes. 

If the cost of 693 permitted its use a great step in 
the treatment of pyogenic mastitis would have been 
taken. One could very nearly assure the farmer that 
the carcase could at least be salvaged without becoming 
a waster which, in our experience, is its usual fate after 
an attack of summer mastitis. 

Lastly, Miss Weddell, of May & Baker’s, reports 
that 75 grammes of 693, as an initial dose, is sufficient 
to raise the concentration in the blood to a satisfactory 
level, namely, round about 7 to 8 milligrammes per 
1,000 c.c. 

I have been greatly impressed with the results 
obtained in this experimental group and can only 
regret that we have to consider the price factor in the 
treatment of the larger animals in veterinary practice. 


Memsers’ Discussion 


Mr. Hart, opening the discussion, said that this disease 
was one of the worst that the veterinary profession had to 
handle. He also had used M & B 693 with remarkably 
good results, employing a similar dosage but carrying on 
the treatment for five days instead of three. Provided 
the cases were obtained early, improvement was noted 
within 24 hours. He found that the affected quarters did 
not usually return to normal but at least the animal’s life 
was saved. In cases in which the joints became affected 
recovery took longer but again the animals did not die and 
did not lose condition. Treatment seemed to break down 
the milk clots which developed in the udder and allowed 
the discharge to be drawn off more easily. 

Mr. KEaTINGE inquired if it was the powdered M & B 
693 which was used. 

Mr. GiLmore said that that disease had amounted to a 
plague in his district this year. Owing to 693 being so 
dear he had used sulphanilamide, giving a primary dose 
of 2 oz. followed by 1 oz. doses every four hours. He 
reported good results and thought this was due to the 
fact that he advised owners to anticipate the disease and 
have the necessary drug available immediately the case 
was noticed. He also advised his clients to milk the 
udder discharge into tins containing disinfectant. Usually 
an udder ointment was given the owner so that massage 
could be easily applied and that helped to break down 
the clots. 

Mr. TuHompson, in reply, said that in his opinion 
M & B 693 was much more useful than sulphanilamide 
in cases of “summer” or “dry” mastitis. In some 
cases he thought that sulphanilamide caused diarrhoea 
which would clear up if M & B 693 were given. In 
addition to dosing it was essential to carry out the usual 
frequent stripping of the affected quarters into a disin- 
fectant, combined with massage of the udder. 


As a result of experiments that have been going on 
since the last war the United States Army has developed 
a strain of carrier-pigeons adapted to night flying. It is 
claimed that they actually fly faster than ordinary carrier- 


ABSTRACTS 


[NEOPLASMS IN THE MAMMARY GLANDS OF DOGS, 
THEIR PATHOLOGY AND SURGICAL TREATMENT. 
ScHLotrHauer, C, F. (1940.) J. Amer. vet. med. Ass. 
96. 632-640.] 

The mammary glands of dogs are a frequent site of 
neoplasm formation which, histologically, can be 
divided into two types. The majority are so-called 
mixed tumours, consisting of more than one neoplastic 
tissue, but simple tumours do occur. The author has 
reported 22 cases of mammary neoplasms of which 15 
were of the mixed type and seven of the simple type. 
Observations indicate that the majority of mammary 
neoplasms in the dog are progressive and in many 
cases definitely malignant. 

Individual case records of the seven cases of simple 
tumours are recorded in detail with the results of 
operative interference, whilst the remaining 15 cases 
of mixed tumours are considered collectively. 
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_As most mixed tumours contain active epithelial 
tissues, the author suggests that they should be classi- 
fied as carcinomata and graded as regards malignancy, 
according to Broder’s classification, i.e., those of low 
malignancy would be classified as grade 1 or 2, whilst 
= — highly malignant would be classified as grade 

or 4. 

In discussing the etiology of mammary neoplasms, 
the part played by inflammatory disease, such as 
mastitis, the possibility of hereditary disposition and the 
relationship between the ovaries and the occurrence 
of mammary neoplasms is considered. It would 
appear that the development of mammary neoplasms 
is dependent on a normal mammary gland, whether 
lactating or non-lactating, the latter being dependent 
on the presence of the ovaries. 

In the author’s opinion, there is no treatment that 
is entirely satisfactory, but surgical interference pro- 
duces the best results. 

Observations revealed that most female dogs had 
five pairs of nipples and that the mammary glands 
consisted of two pairs of pectoral glands, one pair of 
abdominal glands, and two pairs of inguinal glands. 
These glands are usually separate but the last two 
glands are commonly confluent. Owing to frequent 
variations, the glands are numbered from | to 5, the 
first pectoral glands being No. |. 

In order to standardise an effective operative 
technique, the author and Stalker first studied the 
lymphatic drainage of the mammary glands, the details 
of which are described in the article. The diagram 
illustrates, roughly, the results obtained. 

The lymphatic systems were similar on each side. 
In no case did the lymphatic channels penetrate the 
abdominal or thoracic walls or anastomose with 
lymphatics on the opposite side of the mid-line. The 
author was unable to demonstrate any connection with 
the vascular system although such a connection would 
account for internal metastases. 

The surgical technique to be adopted is fully dis- 
cussed, according to the type of case. 

It is emphasised that rough manipulation should be 
avoided as this may dislodge malignant cells which 
might cause embolic metastases, and that it is better 
to remove too much tissue than too little. 

As haemorrhage is severe, haemostasis should be 
thorough and effective and blunt dissection is to be 
preferred where possible. Where much skin has been 
removed, bandaging may be adopted for 24 hours to 
relieve tension of the sutures. 

The article is illustrated with diagrams of the 
lymphatic system and of sections of various types of 
neoplasms recorded. 5. 

[CANADA’S HEALTH OF ANIMALS DIVISION. 

EpiroriaL. (1940.) J. Amer. vet. med, Ass. 96. 252- 

256. (6 plates.).] 


The Canadian Health of Animals Division of the 


‘Department of Agriculture operates under the Animal 


Contagious Diseases Act, and the Meat and Canned 
Foods Act. 
The division is controlled by the Veterinary Director 
General assisted by a Chief Veterinary Inspector and 
two associate Chief Veterinary Inspectors. A staff .of 
about 500 veterinary inspectors is disposed so that 
each inspector has charge of a province; [In all there 
are approximately 700, employés.in the Health of 


No animals except horses can be imported to 
Canada unless under licence from the Minister of 
Agriculture. Only cooked canned meats and meat 
products are allowed entry from countries in which 
foot-and-mouth disease exists. "Together with strict 
enforcement of disinfection and other regulations, these 
procedures have ensured Canadian herds freedom 
from all animal plagues for the last 50 years. 

A strict control of scheduled diseases is maintained. 
Anthrax is rare, although occasional cases occur in 
Ontario and Quebec. Dourine was eradicated 19 years 
ago, and sheep scab 11 years ago. Occasional cases of 
glanders, swine fever, and rabies are reported. The 
first two are controlled by slaughter of all infected 
animals and payment of compensation. The last is 
dealt with by destruction of all stray dogs, isolation of 
suspected contacts, and slaughter of all known contacts. 
The procedure against tuberculosis resembles that of 
the U.S.A. with accredited herds and areas. In addi- 
tion there is a supervised herd plan under which no 
compensation is paid for reactors. More than one- 
third of the cattle in Canada have passed the tuberculin 
test. Since 1903 reactors to official tests have been 
marked by the letter T punched in the right ear. 
Assistance is given to owners wishing to establish 
abortion-free herds. The policy, however, is a 
voluntary one. Reactors to the agglutination test are 
tattooed with the letter B on the ear. Most reactors 
are slaughtered, but such slaughter is not compulsory, 
and no compensation is paid. 

As a protection against swine fever and trichinosis, 
garbage purchased by pig owners may be fed only 
under licence from the Veterinary Director General. 
A licence is issued only if the premises are in good 
sanitary condition, and there are facilities for cooking. 
A stock cooker is deemed sufficient if less than twelve 
pigs are maintained, but for larger herds steam cooking 
equipment must be installed. 

Within each province the provincial government is 
responsible for meat inspection, but no meat can be 
exported from one province to another or out of 
Canada without federal inspection. In this connection 
approximately 50 per cent. of all meats used in the 
Dominion are inspected by the Meat Inspection 
Division of the Health of Animals Division. Products 
certified by the Health of Animals Division are 
acceptable in all foreign countries. D. D. O. 


[EFFECT OF SPINAL ANAESTHESIA ON INTESTINAL 
ACTIVITY. Burstein, C. L. (1939.) Proc. Soc. Exp. 
Med. Biol. 42. 291-293. (1 fig., 9 refs.).] 

The effect of spinal anaesthesia upon the intestine of 
the normal animal was studied following reports of its 
beneficial effect on cases of megacolon and obstinate 
constipation. The experiments were conducted upon 
dogs previously prepared with Thiery-Vella fistulas of 
the jejunum and ileum. Intestinal movements were 
recorded by insertion of a balloon connected to a 
water manometer into the proximal end of a loop. 
One hundred mg. of procaine in 2 c.c. of normal saline 
was injected intrathecally in four to five seconds at 
the fifth to sixth lumbar interspace. Anaesthesia up 
to the fourth to sixth thoracic vertebra and lasting 
about one hour resulted. All animals showed a marked 
increase in intestinal contractions. The effect was 
maintained for at least 30 minutes after sensory and 
motor activity had returned. The increase in tone and 


16th, 1940. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


peristalsis may lead to rupture of a weakened segment 
of bowel in certain conditions. Care should be 
observed, therefore, in the use of spinal anaesthesia in 


cases of bowel obstruction and allied conditions. 
D. D. O. 


[THE ANTIBODY RESPONSE TO SWINE INFLUENZA. 
Rosensuscu, C. T., and SHopg, R. E. (1939.) J. Exp. 
Med. 69. 499-505. (6 figs., 8 tefs.).] 

Although antibodies capable of neutralising swine 
influenza virus have been demonstrated in the serum 
of recovered pigs neither the time of appearance of 
the bodies nor their highest titre have been recorded. 
Inoculation experiments of susceptible swine were 
undertaken to elucidate these points. 

The authors were able to detect antibodies in the 
first instance six to seven days after infection. Their 
appearance coincided with clinical recovery. In mild 
cases of disease results were somewhat irregular, but 
antibodies usually appeared between the seventh and 
tenth days. Maximum titres ranged from 1 : 60 to 
1: 160. These levels were attained usually 14 to 27 
days after infection. D. D. O. 

[RADIO-ACTIVE IRON AND ITS EXCRETION IN 
URINE, BILE, AND FAECES. Hann, P. F., BAe, 
W. F., HeTTic, R. A., Kamen, M. D., and Wuipp.e, 
G. H. (1939.) J. Exp. Med. 70. 443-451. (4 tabs., 
10 refs.).] 

Further experiments on iron metabolism are 
described. The radio-active isotrope was again used, 
and the experimental animals were dogs. The 
mechanism of excretion was especially investigated. 
The iron was administered by intravenous injection in 
the form of ferrous gluconate. 

An initial extra output in urine and faeces occurred 
during three to 15 days following injection. This 
may account for 2 to 8 per cent. of the total iron 
administered. ‘The urinary excretion then became 
practically zero, but the faeces always contained 
measurable amounts. In five dogs which received 100 
to 250 mg. of iron the faecal excretion averaged 0-23 mig. 
per day. Strong evidence was obtained to show that 
the dog excretes iron with difficulty and only in small 
amounts by the biliary and gastro-intestinal tracts. 
D. D. O. 


[OBSERVATIONS ON THE SPECIFIC CAUSE AND THE 
NATURE OF “ QUAIL DISEASE” OR ULCERATIVE 
ENTERITIS IN QUAIL. Bass, C. C. (1939.) Proc. 
Soc. Exp. Med. Biol. 42. 377-380. (1 ref.).] 
Ulcerative enteritis in quail is a highly fatal disease 

characterised by numerous lentil-shaped intestinal 

ulcers in the lower ileum and caeca. From the lesions 
specific Gram-negative organisms have been isolated in 
pure culture. hae organism is strictly anaerobic and 
grows slowly on glucose 

Disease can be eraneifiiteed from bird to bird by 
direct and indirect contact. Death usually occurs 
within a few days. The few birds which recover 
become carriers. The eggs from these birds are 

frequently infected. D. D. O. 


In reference to the abstract of the article “ The Immu- 
nisation of Bovines Against Lamsiekte” (Vet. Rec. 
(1940.) 52, (36.) 667) readers are asked ye te that the 
ori 1 journal was the Journal of the South African 
V.M.A. and not the Journal of the American V.M.A. 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 


ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN | 


AND IRELAND © 
Annual General Meeting 
Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger Re-elected President 


The Fifty-eighth Annual General Meeting of.,the 
Association was held at the Randolph Hotel, Oxford, 
on Wednesday, October 9th, 1940, at 3 p.m., the 
President, Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger presiding over 
the meeting. 

The list of those attending will be found following 
the report of this meeting. Below is the list of 
those who sent apologies for absence from _ the 
Annual General Meeting: Messrs. S. G. Abbott, 
E. F. Beckett, Professor T. G. Browne, Messrs. 
Donald Campbell, E. R. Corrigall, Professor T. 
Dalling, Dr. G. O. Davies, Messrs. Brennan DeVine, 
J. B. Dier, P. F. Dolan, H. Scott Dunn, A. Gofton, 
Dr. H. C. D. Golledge, Mr. O. V. Gunning, Dr. Tom 
Hare, Messrs. S. F. J. Hodgman, H. G. Lamont, J. W. 
McIntosh, W. R. McKinna, F. Marks, S. J. Motton, 
R. Barons Nelder, Professor J. J. O’Connor, Messrs. 
W. A. Pool, D. S. Rabagliati, E. Brayley Reynolds, 
G. Silcock, J. Small, Miss M. L. Somervail, Mr. 
Arnold Spicer, Dr. A. W. Stableforth, Dr. A. W. 
Whitehouse and Mr. T. Wilkinson. 

The SecreTaRy read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting, 
having been published in the Veterinary Record, were 
taken as read and were approved, and were signed by 
the President. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


THE PRESIDENT: Ladies and Gentlemen, I must 
now inflict upon you the Presidential address which 
I propose to do with as little delay as possible 
(applause). I apologise for reading this but I do so 
in order to occupy less time and also to keep myself 
to the point. I might remind you that it is one of the 
privileges of the Presidential address that it is not open 
to discussion or criticism at the Annual General 
Meeting. (Applause). 

[The President then proceeded to deliver his Address 
from the chair, which was received with enthusiastic 
appreciation. The Address is reproduced elsewhere, 
as indicated above.] 

Dr. W. R. WootpripcE (President-Elect) : It is,the 
privilege of those of us who have listened to this address 
to pass a vote of thanks to the President, eaeeey 
as in this case the address is of such excellehde 
therefore move a vote of thanks to the President :for 
his address. 

Tue Presipent: Ladies and Ges, I thank 


you. 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT FOR 


The next business of the. meeting (proceeded Mr. 
Steele-Bodger) is to elect a President: for’ the coming 
year. 

Dr. W. R. WooLDRIDGE : i would: like to interrupt 
here with regard to the election of our Presidg@#t. “I 
have had the privilege and pleasure at‘a recent meeting 
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of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to 
propose to that Committee that, in spite of our usual 
custom, our present President, Mr. Steele-Bodger, be 
asked to continue in office at least for the ensuing year. 
I am not one of those who holds the opinion that it is 
a good thing for any association or body to be held 
under the control of a group of officers or an individual 
for a long period, but in certain circumstances it is 
sometimes advisable to extend the tenure of office of 
an individual member of an association if its other 
members are so obviously benefiting from his work 
as we have during Mr. Steele-Bodger’s year of office. 
The work of the Association has gone on increasing. 
At the end of 1939, it seemed that the Association might 
have to close down or go into a neutral state because 
of the war. But we have a President who is dynamic. 
He would not listen to any slowing down of the 
Association’s work. You have heard from his address 
that the Association, instead of lessening its efforts, 
has actually increased them. I agree with the President 
that probably we have on hand one of the most 
important pieces of work that this Association has ever 
had or can possibly do to help the profession—the 
Survey Committee and its work. The President men- 
tioned in his address the work of two or three of his 
colleagues including myself, appreciating the work we 
had done ; but let me tell you that we should not have 
done anything without him. It is he who has been 
the driving force all along and he has given endless 
time and energy to the furtherance of the work of the 
Survey Committee. I would ask you therefore to 
endorse the recommendation of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee accepted by Council, 
that we ask Mr. Steele-Bodger if he will allow himself 
to be re-elected President for the ensuing year. 

Mr. H. E. Bywater ( (Hon. Treasurer): I would 
like to have the honour of seconding Dr. Wooldridge’s 
proposal and heartily endorse all that he has said 
concerning the President. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Tue Presipent: Dr. Wooldridge, Mr. Bywater, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I am quite certain there was 
one hand in the room which was not raised in support 
of the proposal—the hand of my wife, and I am quite 
certain that if my staff had been here it would not 
have been a unanimous vote. __ , 

Dr. Wooldridge has referred to the work which I 
have done—well, I have done my best and I happen 
to be possessed of perhaps an abnormal amount of 
energy which is sometimes a curse to myself, to my 
household and to my friends. I claim no merit—I 
happen to have been endowed with it by the Almighty. 

This has been a strenuous year for all of us. I do 
not agree for one moment that I am the only person 
or the right person to carry on. However, it has been 
unanimously agreed that I should do so for a further 
period and I am willing to do that. It will mean a 
tremendous amount of work and an increasing amount 
of work ; it will mean neglect of my practice, neglect 
of my home, but I am convinced that if the work of the 
Survey Committee can be brought to a successful 
conclusion, it will be the most important thing that 
has happened to the profession. It is work which 


should have been done years ago, but it has required 
this war to emphasise the necessity for it. I am quite 
certain that if it is done as it should be—and it has got 
to be done as it should be done—there will be work for 
every member of the profession. My main object is 


that we should contribute, what only we, the veterinary 
profession, can contribute, to the farming community 
and also provide work for every member of the pro- 
fession. I am convinced we can do it. We now have 
the sympathy of the agricultural community; they 
believe that now is the time to strike. I am certain, too, 
that we have the sympathy of the rank and file of the 
Animal Health Division and I hope we shall have the 
support of the powers-that-be. It has got to go 
through and if I am given health and strength I will 
see that it does go through. 


ELECTION OF OTHER OFFICERS 


The President continued : The recommendation of 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee was that 
not only should the President be re-elected for the 
coming year, but that the other Officers of the Associa- 
tion should also be re-elected and only on that condi- 
tion do I accept office as President again. I should like 
therefore to propose that from the Chair. I cannot 
hope for better colleagues ; each has done more for 
the Association than any of you can possibly know. I 
put the motion to you. 

Mr. G. P. Mae: I have much pleasure in seconding 
the proposition that the other Officers of the Association 
be re-elected. I have had an opportunity of seeing a 
great deal of their work and I cannot speak too highly 
of what they have done in very difficult circumstances 
during the last year. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Dr. Wootpripce: May I thank you for your 
renewed confidence in me for what we are doing on 
your behalf. 

Mr. BywaTeR: Mr. President, Ladies and Gentle- 
men, I thank you. ; 


ANNUAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET 


THE PRESIDENT: I now have to move the adoption 
of the Annual Report and Balance Sheet which have 
already been considered and approved by Council for 
presentation to this meeting. 

Mr. Watson proposed their adoption, and the 
motion, having duly been seconded, was carried 
unarimously. 

Colonel H. GREENFIELD: On the last page of the 
Annual Report there is a list of members who have left 
the Association. I think a little change of wording 
might make it a good deal happier. It is headed 
“Names of Members removed from List.” We do 
not know why some members have left our body. 

THE PRESIDENT: As a matter of fact as soon as I saw 
that list at the end I shared your feelings. Many of 
these names were removed from our lists through 
death. I have been informed that the reason for group- 
ing names together in one list was because it would 
perhaps be invidious to point a finger at a member who 
had, for example, been expelled. But I agree that it 
would be much better to make two lists and I can 
assure you that in another year the matter will be 
rectified. 

The report was then formally received and adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT: The next business on the Agenda 
is to elect two Vice-Presidents and other Officers of the 
Association. 'This we have already done with the 
exception of the General Secretary and the Auditors. 
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I formally put it to you that the General Secretary and 
the Auditors be re-elected for another year. 
The motion was carried. 


MATTERS ARISING FROM COUNCIL 
1.—Grant to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 


THE PRESIDENT: In consideration of matters arising 
from the Council, there are two items of importance : 
with neither of these do I feel there will be any dissent- 
ing voice raised. But I will take first the suggestion 
that came from the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee and was confirmed by Council, namely, 
that after full discussion it was unanimously agreed to 
recommend that the Annual General Meeting be asked 
to approve an immediate grant of £1,000 being made to 
the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund to be used 
for the benefit of members of the Association or their 
dependants. I do not think it needs any more wbrds 
of mine to commend this to you. Officers of the 
Association have expressed their feelings to you in their 
letter of appeal which has brought some response but 
not yet as much as we hope. This is an object which 
appeals to every one of us—to help those who cannot 
help themselves. 


The reason why we have singled out this particular 
fund is because we felt that it was better to place the 
administration of this sum of money under one control. 
We hope that this grant of £1,000, if made, may result 
in a joint committee being formed by the two charities 
in order that together they may administer the money ; 
much better use might be made of it if the charities 
were united in one body. I formally put it to you that 
this grant be made immediately—those in favour ? 


Carried unanimously. 


Il.—Election of Honorary Member 


Sir WELDON DALRYMPLE-CHAMPNEYS 


THE PresipDENT: The next item gives me very 
considerable pleasure: I have a recommenda- 
tion from Council to the Annual General 
Meeting that Sir Weldon Dalrymple-Champneys 
shall be elected an Honorary Member of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association. (Applause.) I 
have touched briefly in my Presidential Address upon 
our aspirations now that Sir Weldon has been appointed 
Deputy Chief Medical Officer of the Ministry of Health 
—incidentally he is the youngest man ever to hold such 
an appointment. No appointment of recent date has 
met with such approval as that of Sir Weldon. Sir 
Weldon needs little introduction to members of the 
profession—he needs less to members of this Associa- 
tion. When I say this, it applies equally to Lady 
Dalrymple-Champneys—no two persons are more 
welcome guests at our Annual Congress. (Hear, hear.) 
Sir Weldon was the first delegate sent to us by the 
Ministry of Health to our Congress—in 1927-28 at 
Folkestone—for this reason a memorable Congress for 
us. It was at this Congress that Sir Weldon and Lady 
Dalrymple-Champneys conceived the idea of pre- 
senting a cup to the Association. 

I am sure too that it was a memorable occasion to 
Sir Weldon and his good lady because it took place 


shortly after their marriage ; these are milestones one 
cannot forget. 


Sir Weldon has probably written more reports for - 


the Ministry than any other individual of his age and 
time ; he has two other major interests—apart from 
Lady Dalrymple-Champneys—the welfare of animals 
and the welfare of nurses. With Lord Athlone, he 
worked at the beginning of the war with the object of 
improving conditions for nurses in this country. 


His interest in the welfare of animals is well known. 
He is a great traveller and recently he brought home 
from South Africa for research purposes the largest 
collection of live snakes that has ever been imported. 
He also brought a living specimen of the famous 


‘button spider—an act never before achieved. Such 


feats have earned him the name of “‘ Catch-’em-alive.”’ 
(Laughter.) 


In the last war Sir Weldon was a Captain in the 
Grenadier Guards: it must have been difficult for 
him to return from the war and resume his medical 
studies, but nothing would hold him back. 


Sir Weldon, I now have much pleasure in presenting 
you with this Diploma of Honorary Membership of 
the Association—we are expecting great things of you ! 
We know you will help us as much as you can in your 
official position, and we are pleased that we can give 
you some tangible recognition of our esteem: it will 
entitle you to attend any of our meetings, to receive the 
Veterinary Record and any other publication that is 
made by the N.V.M.A. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, I move that Sir Weldon 
Dalrymple-Champneys be elected an Honorary Mem- 
ber of the Association, and I ask you to signify your 
approval in no uncertain manner—for in honouring 
him we shall be honouring ourselves. (Loud applause). 


Str WELDON DALRYMPLE-CHAMPNEYS: Mr. Presi- 
dent, Ladies and Gentlemen, I have no intention of 
making a long speech but I feel I must say a very few 
words. I say in all modesty that honours of various 
sorts have been conferred upon me, but there is 
nothing that has given me greater pleasure than this 
honour which you have conferred upon me to-day— 
not only because it is an honour, but because it shows 
your friendship for me and because it gives me the 
privileges of which the President has just told you and 
the feeling that I am one of you. 


The President made me blush at some of the things 
he said-—but there was one thing at least which was 
true: [ have the interests of your profession and the 
Association very much at heart. Ever since I went to 
the Ministry of Health and came to know of the work 
of the Association I have been extremely anxious to do 
everything in my power to promote a firmer under- 
standing between the medical profession, the Ministry 
of Health and the veterinary profession. I shall not 
forget all our past and present friendship and I shall 
do my utmost to see that these happy relations are made 
even more happy and that everything is done that the 
Ministry can do to further the great objects for which 
this Association was founded. 


May I congratulate you now on having re-elected 
Mr. Steele-Bodger as your President this year. Apart 
from my personal regard for him, he strikes me as a 
man of unbounding energy and exactly the sort of 
President you need in these troublous times. 
(Applause.) 
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PRESENTATION OF THE DALRYMPLE- 
CHAMPNEYS’ CUP AND MEDAL TO 
DR. J. T. EDWARDS 


THE PRESIDENT: We have now to present the 
Dalrymple-Champneys’ Cup and Medal. This, as you 
probably know, is to be awarded to Dr. J. T. Edwards. 
I am quite certain it is not necessary for me to enlarge 
upon the Outstanding services which Dr. Edwards, both 
in scientific and political spheres, has rendered to the 
profession and this Association. The recommendation 
was a unanimous one. When his name was suggested, 
it was generally agreed that there could be no more 
fitting member than Dr. Edwards to receive the Cup 
and Medal. One may not always agree with what Dr. 
Edwards says but one must always admire his ability 
and his sincerity. His contribution to the annals of 
journalism in connection with the 50th Anniversary of 
the publication of the Veterinary Record—the research 
work which he undertook for that issue is to my mind 
almost a classic : for that alone we owe a deep debt of 
gratitude to Dr. Edwards. Though many have not 
agreed with all the editorials which he prepared for the 
consideration of the Committee in connection with the 
Loveday Report, all reust have recognised the tre- 
mendous amount of labour they involved. Dr. 
Edwards is always a worker—no matter how busy he 
is in his own sphere, he has always been willing to 
undertake a little bit more so long as it is in the interests 
of the Association. There is no more fitting person 
than he on whom we could bestow the prize, and I have 
pleasure in proposing to you that Dr. Edwards be made 
the award and would ask Lady Dalrymple-Champneys 
if she would be so gracious as to make the presentation ; 
this will, I know, enhance its value in the eyes of Dr. 
Edwards. (Applause.) 


LaDy DALRYMPLE-CHAMPNEYS: Dr. Edwards, I 
have the greatest pleasure in handing the Cup to you. 
When my husband and I first thought about a cup we 
were just newly married. You were all so kind to us 
and made us feel so at home with you—especially when 
the wife of one of your members asked me how to make 
a Yorkshire pudding! (Laughter.) We have found 
more happiness and happily married people in the 
veterinary profession than anywhere else and we 
wondered what we could do to show you that we loved 
you and appreciated everything that you had done for 
us. We came to the conclusion that a cup would live 
when we were not here any more. I have the honour 
then, Dr. Edwards, to present this cup to you—a great 
scientist—and I hope you will always be thirsty ! 
(Loud applause). 


Dr. Epwarps: Lady Dalrymple-Champneys, Mr. 
President, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is nowy turn 
to find words to express to you the measure of my 
gratitude. When I asked the President this morning 
how long I need take over my speech, in reply he told 
me to be very brief and not to anaesthetise you with a 


It would be idle not to say that this is an honour 
which I have much coveted. It comes from people 
with whom I have had personal contact, with whom I 
have had clashes of opinion, but in the end we have 
respected one another. That is a very much more 
satisfactory kind of reward than one gets from the 
publication of papers:»,When the Secretary announced 
to me that I was the recipient this year of the prize, it 


made me feel uneasy because I did not know for what 
I had received it. The number of publications I have 
to my credit is not very great and it might be even that 
I had received it out of pity. It was not until I had 
the President’s letter and later discovered the names of 
the men on the selection committee that I was sure that 
this was a very great honour indeed. As the President 
has said, it has come to me first for the activities in the 
“National” which have been my hobby. These 
activities have enabled me to come into contact with 
my fellow men: I have found my own limitations. 
The President mentioned in his letter what were the 
particular qualities which had found favour with the 
‘* National ” and I have been greatly elated on reflection 
to think that these have been mine. 

That, I contend Sir, is a spirit in which a group of 
this kind is bound to flourish—so long as each member 
has the courage to express his opinions fearlessly. I 
have always thought when I have done so in the 
Committees of the “‘ National ” that they have been 
respected. 

With regard to my activities in research, I was going 
to say that I had been brought up on the ethics that 
he who had done anything of lasting value for mankind 
was more likely to be rewarded by crucifixion than by 
gathering unto himself treasures upon earth. The spirit 
which one finds among research workers is not always 
a very enviable one : there is much covetousness, much 
climbing up by machiavelian methods to higher posts. 
The spirit which one brings into research is often of 
far more value than the findings of research themselves 
—the spirit of creating a good eee = 
coll es, helping younger people, an aptly spoke 
to be helpful and useful to all. 

In conclusion I should like to say this. I remember 
very well when this cup was presented by Lady 
Dalrymple-Champneys graciously to one of my 
colleagues. She said she transmitted it to him as the 
choice of his profession with her love. May I on this 
occasion take it that this cup is being presented to me 
as the choice of the profession as a measure of real 
affection. With that I shall be content. (Applause.) 


THe PRESIDENT: Ladies and Gentlemen, owing to 
the mistake that you have all made in re-elect'ng me 
President, there is no new President to induct, neither 
are there any Resolutions to transmit. I would only 
ask therefore if any member wishes to raise questions 
suitable for discussion by this meeting this afternoon. 
Please be upstanding and outspoken. ; 


If not, I will formally bring this meeting to a close 
and thank you all very much indeed for attending at a 
centre which is lovely but in which it is extraordinarily 
difficult to obtain accommodation. I must confess I 
did not expect so many people here to-day and I am 
delighted to see you all. Thank you very much. 


te . . , 

Following is the list of members and _ visitors 
who attended the Annual General Meeting of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland, held at Oxford on Wednesday, 
October 9th, 1940, at which the President, H. W. 
Steele-Bodger, Esq., M.R.C.v.s., delivered the address 
from the Chair which appears at the commencement 
of this issue. 
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Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger 
(President) and Mrs. 
Steele-Bodger 

Mr. N. S. Barron 

Mr. Horace Bell 

Mr. F. A.. Byrne 

Mr. H. E. Bywater (Hon. 
Treasurer) 

Mr. P. Crosfield 

Mr. H.:E. Dale (Chair- 
man, National A.R.P. 
for Animals Committee) 


Lady Anne Dalrymple- 


Champneys 
Sir Weldon Dalrymple- 


Dr. J. T. Edwards 
Mr. A. A. Forsyth 
Mr. J. Fox 


‘Lt.-Colonel H. Greenfield 


Mr. R. C. G. Hancock 
Mr. J. H. Hewer 

Mr. J. W. H. Holmes 
Mr. Sydney Jennings 
Mr. A. A. Kidd 


Mr. G. P. Male 

Mr. Wm. Martin 

Mr. H. T. Matthews 

Professor Wm. C. Miller 

Mr. C. W. Ottaway 

Mr. R. H. H. Over 

Mr. H. H. Skinner 

Colonel Robt. J. Stordy 
(ChiefExecutive Officer, 
National A.R.P. for 
Animals Committee) 

Mr. F. J. Taylor 

Mr. G. R. Taylor 

Mr. A. H. Watson and 
Mrs. Watson 

Mr. E. G. White 

Dr. W. R. Wooldridge 
(Hon. Secretary) and 
Mrs. Wooldridge. 

Mr. W. G. Wragg, Mrs. 
Wragg and Miss Wragg 

Mr. T. L. Wright 

Mr. F. Knight (General 
Secretary, N.V.M.A.) 

Mr. W. Brown (Editorial 
Representative, 


N.V.M.A.) 


Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 
Ladies’ Guild 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT OXFORD 


The ninth Annual General Meeting of the Ladies’ 
Guild (V.V.B.F.) was held at the Randolph Hotel, 
Oxford, on Wednesday, October 9th, 1940. 

There were present Mrs. G. P. Male (President) in 
the Chair, and the following members: Mrs. R. 
Brown, Mrs. H. T. Matthews, Mrs. H. W. Steele- 
Bodger, Mrs. A. H. Watson, Mrs. G. H. Wooldridge, 
Mrs. W. R. Wooldridge, Mrs. W. G. Wragg, Miss 
F. V. Wragg (Hon. Secretary and Treasurer), Mrs. 
J. G. Wright and Professor J. G. Wright (Hon. 


Auditor). 


Apologies for absence were received from: Mrs. 
J. B. Buxton, Mrs. H. King, Mrs. M. S. Nickinson and 


Mrs. P. J. Simpson. 


The minutes of the previous Annual General Meet- 
ing, which had been published in the Veterinary 
Record, were taken as read and signed as correct. 


SECRETARY’S REPORT AND FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT 


Miss F. V. Wracc submitted her Annual Report 


and Financial Statement. 


The former showed that 


the total membership is 427,.53 new members having 
joined during and since the Great Yarmouth Congress, 
July, 1939, one member had resigned and one is 


deceased. 


The Financial Statement showed: that the balance 


in hand at the previous Annual Gerieral Meeting was 
£91 14s. Od., an@ that during the year the following 
amounts were received: Entrance Fees and Sub- 
scriptions, £48 8s. 6d.; + Donations, £129) Is. 7d. 
(including £48 7s. 3d., the result of the President’s 


special appeal); Dance and Raffles, etc., at Great 
Yarmouth, £84 0s. 6d., making a total of £262 0s 7d., 


and amounting to £108 9s. 1d. more than for the year . 


1938-9. 

During the year the Guild made the following con- 
tributions : £185 to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund and £7 7s. Od. to the National Veterinary 
Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society ; the account 
for printing, stationery and postage amounted to 
£5 8s. 54d., leaving a balance in hand of £155 7s. 7d. 


Donations REcEIVeD DurING THE 


Mrs. Abbott, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. Atkinson, £1; Mrs. 
Beaumont, 7s. 6d. ; Mrs. Begg, 10s. ; Mrs. E. Brown, 
7s. 6d.; Mrs. Burgon, 10s. 6d.; Mrs. Burrows, 
10s. 6d. ; Mrs. Campbell, 10s. ; Mrs. Camac, 7s. 6d ; 
Mrs. Cattell, 10s. 6d. ; Mrs. Chipperfield, 7s. ; Mrs. 
Craig, £1 7s. 6d.; Mrs. Cunningham, 10s. 6d. ; 
Mrs. Dawes, 8s. ; Mrs. Dolan, 7s. 6d. ; Mrs. Dunkin, 
£1; Mrs. Ferguson, £2; Mrs. Forbes, 7s. 6d. ; 
Mrs. Fox, 7s. 6d. ; Miss Fussell, 8s.; Mrs. Glover, 
10s.; Mrs. Hewer, 12s. 6d. ; Mrs. Hopson, 10s. 6d. ; 
Mrs. Hudson, 10s.; Mrs. T. Hughes, 10s.; Mrs. 
James, 8s. ; Mrs. Jamieson, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. Johnstone, 
17s. 6d.; Mrs. Kaz, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. Kelly, 7s. 6d. ; 
Mrs. H. King, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. Locke, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. 
Love, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. G. P. Male, £5 5s.; Mrs. N. 
Male, 10s.; Mrs. Michie, 10s. 6d.; Mrs. Murphy, 
10s.; Mrs. McCleery, 10s.; Mrs. McNabb, 7s. 6d. ; 
Mrs. Nairn, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. Nickinson, 16s.; Mrs. 
O’Connor, £1 6s. 4d.; Mrs. Peggie, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. 
Powley, 7s. 6d. ; Mrs. Richardson, 9s. ; Mrs. Roberts, 


-10s.; Mrs. J. Smith, 17s. 6d.; Mrs. Smythe, £1 Is. ; 


Mrs. R. M. Smith, 7s. 6d. ; Mrs. H. Standley, 10s. 6d. ; 
Mrs. Steele-Bodger, £3 12s.; Mrs. Stennett, 10s. ; 
Mrs. Stewart, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. Taylor, 10s.; Mrs. 
Thomas, 10s. 6d.; Mrs. P. R. Turner, 10s.; Mrs. 
A. H. Watson, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. Weir, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. 
Williams, 7s. 6d.; Mrs. Wilkinson, 10s. 6d.; Mrs. 
Wilson, 10s.; Mrs. G. H. Wooldridge, £1 14s. 6d. ; 
Mrs. W. R. Wooldridge, 18s. 6d.; Mrs. W. G. 
Wragg, £3; Mrs. W. Jackson-Young, £5 2s. 6d., and 
many other donations of lesser amounts. : 


Miscellaneous Donations 
Royal Veterinary College, London, Students’ Tennis 
Tournament (per Mrs. Male and Mrs. Wooldridge), 
£8 9s.; British Glues and Chemicals Co., £1 Ils. ; 
Royal Veterinary College, Dublin, Students’ Union 


(per Mrs. J. J. O’Connor), £10 10s. ; Collection at. 


Annual Dinner, Association of Veterinary Inspectors 
(per Captain J. Fox, .c.), £3 14s.; W.S. King, Esq., 
£11s.; C. S. Randle, Esq., £2 2s. ; P. Matthew, Esq., 
10s. 6d. ; A. Morgan, Esq., 10s. 6d., and D. Owen, 
Esq., 10s. 6d. (per Mrs. T. R. Thomas). ° ; 


Golf Competitions at Great Yarmouth 9» 


Ladies’ (per Mrs. Shipley), £2; Men’s (per T. J. 
Bosworth, Esq.), £3. 

Thanks were expressed to the following members 
who had collected the Annual Subscriptions and 
Donations from the members enrolled by them: Mrs. 
H. King, £6 16s. 6d.; Mrs. G. H. Wooldridge, 
£7 5s. 6d. ; Mrs. P. J. Simpson, £8 10s. 6d. ; (Scotland) 
Mrs. G. Howie, £3 10s. 6d.; Mrs. J. G. McGregor, 
£10 8s. 6d.; Mrs. J: McQuaker, £5 4s., andsWMirs. 
Q. A. Stewart, £5 18s. 
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Champneys 
Mr. H. W. Dawes and 
Mrs. Dawes 
Mr. T. A. Dobie 
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The Hon. Secretary concluded her report by saying : 
* Owing to the war and the consequent cancellation of 
Congress functions, London dances and _ various 
activities promoted in the past by members, and which 
have so materially augmented the Guild’s fund, it 
must be anticipated that the effort of every member to 
contribute and collect money will be necessary if the 
Guild is to maintain its highly favourable position of 
being the biggest contributor to the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund.” 

The PRESIDENT said that the Hon. Secretary’s 
Report and Financial Statement showed that the past 
year had been a very successful one, the total receipts 


‘being £108 9s. ld. more than for 1938-9. She 


thanked the members for their generous support of 
her special appeal which realised £48 7s. 3d. She said 
that grateful thanks were due to the Students of the 
Royal Veterinary College, London, and of the Royal 
Veterinary College, Dublin, for their generous dona- 
tions this year, and expressed the hope that the 
students of both colleges would continue their support. 
The President continued that it was very satisfactory 
that there had been an increase of 53 in the membership 
of the Guild, and she hoped that each member would 
endeavour to enrol new ones. 

The Report was received and adopted. 

Correspondence.—L.etters of thanks for the donations 
made by the Guild were read from the Secretaries of 
the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund and the 
National Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence 
Society. 

Election of Officers 


The following officers were unanimously elected for 
the ensuing year :— 

President.—Mrs. J. G. Wright. 

Vice-Presidents—Mrs. W. R. Wooldridge (repre- 


‘senting England), Mrs. G. Howie (representing 


Scotland), Mrs. T. R. Thomas (representing Wales), 
Mrs. J. P. Camac (representing Northern Ireland), 
Mrs. T. G. Browne (representing Eire), and Mrs. 
G. P. Male. 

Honorary Secretary and Treasurer.—Miss F. V. 
Wragg (re-elected). 

Honorary Auditor.—Professor J. G. Wright (re- 
elected). 

Mrs. J. G. Wright was nominated as the Guild’s 
representative on the Council ot the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund. 


RESOLUTIONS 


The following resolutions were carried unanimously : 

(I) “ That a donation of £150 be sent to the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund, and £5 to the National 
Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society.” 

(II) “That an appeal should be made in the 
Veterinary Record to members to pay their outstanding 
subscriptions.” 


Votes oF THANKS 


On the proposition of Mrs. W. R. Woo.pripcE a 
vote of thanks was accorded to the retiring President, 
Mrs. G. P. Male, for her very successful year of office, 
and Mrs. G. H. Woo.princE proposed a vote of thanks 
to the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer for her work 
during the year. Mrs. G. P. Mate also proposed a 
— of thanks to Professor J. G. Wright, the Hon. 

tor. 


At the conclusion of the meeting Mrs. G. P. Mate 
thanked the members for their mark of appreciation. 

After the meeting the draw was made for the raffle 
of a travelling rug given by Mrs. H. P. Standley in aid 
of the Guild, and which had realised the sum of 


£5 3s. 
F. V. Wracc, Hon. Secretary. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Prices: THE PERRY REPORT 


In the House of Lords on November 6th, Lorp Appison 
asked the Government what action they proposed to take 
on the report of Lord Perry’s Committee to the Minister 
of Food on the prices of milk, and moved for papers. 

After debate, 

Lorp Moyne, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture, replying for the Minister of Food, said that 
the cheap milk scheme had been an immense success. 
Three million out of a possible 3,990,000 persons were 
recipients of cheap or free milk, of whom 30 per cent. were 
getting milk for nothing and 70 per cent. at 2d. a pint. The 
consumption of milk under this scheme had reached a 
volume of 11,000,000 gallons a month. The Government 
were immensely indebted to Lord Perry and his committee. 
The matter was being treated as one of urgency and the 
report was not going to be used as a method of shelving an 
awkward question. Lord Woolton hoped to reach a decision 
at a very early date. He was giving careful and urgent con- 
sideration to the matter and would make a statement as to 
Government action at the earliest possible moment. 

The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


The following are among the questions and answers 
recorded in the House of Commons recently :— 
AGRICULTURE : GOVERNMENT POLICY 


Sir Henry Moraris-Jones asked the Minister of Agricul - 
ture whether, in view of the importance of agriculture as a 
vital industry to this country, and the need of it being placed 
on a productive basis to all those concerned in it, a pre- 
liminary statement can now be made to give assurance to 
agriculture as to the Government’s long-term policy to deal 
with its many difficulties ? 

Tue Mrnister oF AGRICULTURE (Mr. R. S. Hupson): I 
would refer my hon. Friend to the statement which I made 
in the Debate on October 22nd. 

Sir H. Morris-Jones: Is my right hon. Friend aware 
that there is a good deal of dissatisfaction in the agricultural 
industry that it is quite impossible to get production on to 
a reasonable basis without a long-term policy ? 

Mr. De 1a Bere: Is my right hon. Friend aware that 
the Government have not implemented a single promise 
that they have made to the agricultural community ? 

Mr. SPEAKER rose—— 

Mr. De La BeRE: May I have an answer to my Question ? 
Are we to understand by that silence that nothing further 
is intended ? 

MILK (PRICE) 

Mr. R. Grson asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Food whether he has considered the resolutions 
of the Greenock central branch of the National Co-operative 
Men’s Guil . »rotesting against the rise in the price of milk, 
and demar diag an inquiry into producers’ costs, protesting 
against the olock system of milk delivery as leading to the 
creation of a disguised monopoly, and consequent saleable 
capital assets, copies of which resolutions have been trans- 
mitted to him by the honourable Member for Greenock ; 
and whether he will make a statement ? 

Major Lioyp Gerorce: The attention of my noble 
Friend has been drawn to the resolution to which my hon. 
and learned Friend refers. As regards the price of milk, 
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there has since the outbreak of war, been only one rise in 
retail price over the price in the corresponding month of 
1938-39, while at the same time the National Milk Scheme 
provides for milk being supplied to mothers and to children 
under five either free of cost or at 2d. per pint, which is 
approximately half the pre-war price. The rise in the price 
of ordinary milk of $d. per pint has been necessitated by 
the increase in costs which has resulted from the war. 
The production costs of milk have been regularly examined 
for a number of years and my noble Friend is satisfied that 
the increased prices recently guaranteed to producers are 
reasonable in view of the increased expenditure now required 
for milk production. As regards the block system of 
delivery, my noble Friend has no comment to make on the 
various unauthorised statements that have appeared in the 
Press except to say that he has no intention of instituting any 
changes in present methods of milk distribution until he has 
considered fully the report, just published, of the Com- 
mittee which he appointed under the Chairmanship of 
Lord Perry to advise him in this matter. 


Foop SUPPLIES : MILK a 


Major Procrer asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Food whether, in view of the new responsi- 
bilities placed upon the Milk Marketing Board by the 
provisions of Statutory Rule and Order No. 1716, he can 
arrange to alter the composition at the earliest opportunity, 
so as to ensure that its membership shall provide an equal 
balance between distributing and consuming interests, and 
to remove the anxiety of consumers and distributors that 
such wide powers should have been placed in the hands of 
a Board which, in its present form, is a producers’ 
monopoly ? 

Major Litoyp GrorceE: My Noble Friend sees no 
occasion to alter the composition of the Milk Marketing 
Board in consequence of the powers which have recently 
been conferred upon that organisation to enable them to 
implement his policy. These powers are being exercised 
under his general supervision and subject to his direction, 
and there is no ground for anxiety on the part of consumers 
or distributors. 


Farm (REPAIR) 


Mr. Hupson: Special arrangements have already been 
made for local authorities to release without delay the 
materials required for first aid repairs to buildings generally, 
including farm buildings. Materials for permanent repairs 
are released by the regional licensing officers 01 the Ministry 
of Works and Buildings. These officers have been 
instructed to consult the County War Agricultural Executive 
Committees in regard to farm buildings so that I think my 
hon. and gallant Friend can rest assured that the interests 
of food production will be fully safeguarded. 


Pic MovEeMENT 


Sir P. Hurp asked the Minister of Agriculture whether 
he will make a statement about the progress of the pig club 
movement and say what steps are being taken to encourage 
still further this important aid to food production ? 

Mr. Hupson: The development of the pig club move- 
ment has been entrusted to the Small Pig Keepers’ Council, 
which is representative of leading agricultural and rural 
organisations and is aided by an Exchequer grant. The 
Council launched an intensive publicity campaign at the 
end of May last and has registered 235 pig clubs to date. 
These clubs comprise some 6,500 members in all, and they 
are at present rearing 5,000 pigs. Their yearly throughput 
may be assumed to be about 10,000 pigs. There are already 


clubs in 35 counties of England and Wales, the largest 
numbers being in Surrey, Hertfordshire and Lincolnshire. 
New clubs are steadily being formed. The clubs are of 
two types: the association of individual pig keepers which 
has been the traditional form of the village club ; and the 
co-operative club, consisting of a number of persons owning 
the pigs jointly and keeping them all together in one place. 
Many co-operative clubs have been formed in and around 
towns and cities in connection with industrial and com- 
mercial firms, the staffs of municipal authorities, Civil 


Defence posts, schools, allotment societies, sports clubs, . 


etc. ; and the Council is at present engaged in a vigorous 
drive to form further clubs attached to works and factories 
where available supplies of edible waste are not already being 


utilised by the farming community. The Council has pres. 


pared a series of advisory leaflets for pig clubs and intending 
pig keepers. Arrangements have been made to provide 
registered clubs with a fair share of the supplies of meal 
available for pigs with which to supplement the edible waste 
on which the animals are mainly fed ; and clubs have also 
been afforded special facilities for the slaughter and disposal 
of their pigs. 


ScrENTIFIC Foop COMMITTEE 


Mr. Manner asked the Lord Privy Seal the membership 
of the Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition; to 
what extent its advice is being taken ; and whether he will 
give an assurance that vested interests will not be allowed 
to interfere with the application of scientific discoveries ? 

Mr. ATLEE: My hon. Friend is, no doubt, referring to 


the Scientific Food Committee, presided over by the - 


President of the Royal Society, Sir William Bragg, and I 
will circulate in the OrriciAL Report the membership of 
this committee. A number of recommendations on a 
variety of subjects connected with food have been put 
forward by the committee. It is not possible within the 
scope of a Parliamentary answer to enumerate the subjects 
on which their advice is being taken. The answer to the 
ast part of the Question is in the affirmative. 
The names of the remaining members of the Committee 

are :— 

Pir Alan Anderson, G.B.E. 

Srofessor A. W. Ashby. 

Professor E. P. Cathcart, c.B.£., F.R.S. 

Mr. Henry Clay. 

Professor F. L. Engledow, c.M.G., F.R.S. 

Mr. W. Gavin, C.B.E. 

Sir Edward Mellanby, M.D., F.R.s. 

Sir John Boyd Orr, F.R.s. 

Professor J. A. Scott-Watson. 

Professor D. S. M. Watson, F.R.s. (Secretary). 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 


The undermentioned have been published recently. 
Copies can be purchased through any bookseller, or 
directly from H.M. Stationery Office, at Hotel Lindum, 
St. Anne’s, Lytham St. Anne’s, Lancs. 


Price Post 
net free 
s. d. s. a. 
COLONIAL OFFICE: 
Economic Survey of the Colonial 
Empire, 1937. (Colonial No, 179.) 
AGRICULTURE, DEPARTMENT OF, FOR ; 
SCOTLAND: 


Agricultural Statistics, 1938. Vol. 
XXVII. Acreage and Production 
of Crops, Numbers of Livestock 
and of Agricultural Workers and 
Output and Prices of Agricultural os 
Produce in Scotland. (49-7-0-38.) 10 1 2 
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Brigadier-General CLIFTON Brown asked the Minister 
of Agriculture whether, in the event of war damage to farm 
buildings, cattle sheds, etc., he will secure priority claims 
for repair material or see that jastructions are given to the 
responsible local authorities te do so in order that the pro- 
duction of milk and other importan: foodstuffs may not be 
impeded ? 
| 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
». anclusion in these columns. 


PERSONAL 


CoLoneL GRAHAM RegEs-Mocc’s NoMINATION 
AS SHERIFF 


At the annual ceremony of the nomination of the 
sheriffs for England and Wales, which took place at the 
Law Courts.on Tuesday last, Veterinary-Lieutenant- 
Colonel G. B. C. Rees-Mogg, 0.B.£., F.R.C.v.s., of Clifford 
Manor, near Stratford-on-Avon, was no-ninated Sheriff 
fer the County of Warwickshire. 

Colonel Rees-Mogg, late of the Royal Horse Guards, 
not only has had a distinguished military career but is a 


veterinarian-landowner who has consistently stock-farmed. 


with a pioneering regard to the public health aspect of 
this pursuit, and the high honour thus conferred upon 
him will be warmly welcomed by his colleagues in all these 
spheres of activity. Members. of the Central Veterinary 
Society know him as a frequent contributor to their 
discussions on the diseases of stock whose opinions are of 
particular value in virtue of his experience as a practical 
farmer. Mrs. Rees-Mogg is an active participant in this 
interest, and her pedigree Friesian herds, which have 
brought her much success on the show ground, have many 
notable milking records to their credit. 


Appointment.—Mr. William James Gray, M.R.C.V.S., 
Veterinary Officer, Tanganyika Territory, has been 
appointed Veterinary Officer, Nyasaland. : 


* * * 
R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Hitt, William, Houghton House, Dunstable, Beds. 
Graduated Edinburgh, April 15th, 1880. Died October 
31st, 1940, aged 83 years. 


The late Mr. R. B. Freeman, M.R.C.V.S. 
An APPRECIATION 
(Contributed) 


The death of Mr. Richard Birt Freeman, in Dublin 
on October 27th, in his 79th year, recorded in your last 
issue, has removed from the profession in Eire its 
“ Grand Old Man,” 

Mr. Freeman was the embodiment of all the fine 
qualities of civilised humanity. Honour, charity, modesty 
and fair dealing were the pillars of his great personality, 
and all things evil and low were repulsive to him. 

During his professional life in Dublin, where he prac- 
tised for over fifty years, he was beloved and admired by 
his colleagues as well as by a wide circle of personal 
friends. He enjoyed an extensive practice which at first 
he shared with his brother who died in 1902. He special- 
ised in horse practice and was probably one of the best 
judges of unsoundness, particularly of the thoroughbred, 
in the profession. He must have examined many thou- 
sands of horses in his time and his reputation for honest 
and reliable judgment brought him clients from all over 
the British Isles. One notable feature of his methods 
was that despite his great experience he was always ready 
to consult with younger men and to adopt through them 
modern practices of surgery and medicine. As a member 
of the Advisbry Council of the Veterinary College of 
Ireland, appointed by the Royal Dublin Society, he, with 
his brother, was instruméntal in bringing about, through 
the Society, the establishment of the College in Dublin. 
Since the inauguration of the College at the beginning 
of this century he has maintained a constant interest in 


its welfare. 
In the social life of Dublin he was an outstanding 
figure’ at those functions which brought horsemen ‘and 
together, such as the’ August Horse Show 


and the meets of local hunts. In his early life he was a 
redoubtable horseman and he often talked of the good 
days when he used to drive a coach and four from Dublin 
to the races at the Curragh and elsewhere. In 1892 he 
married Miss Goodbody, who predeceased him by three 
years. With her death life seemed to lose much of its 
interest for him and he then went with his son and 
daughter to seek solace in the country with them, their 
hunters and their garden. There he died peacefully 
amidst those things which he liked best in life. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS 
Animal Management Examination, November, 1940 
List or SuccessFuL. CANDIDATES 


LONDON 
Coyle, T. J. Rust, Miss B. B. (credit) 
Ellis, T. H. Schofield, Miss B. 
Jukes, A. W. Shorter, D. R. 
Ingram, Miss E. D. M. Shollick, Miss G. W. 
Peters, K. C. Williams, D. H. 
Pierson, Eric Woodget, Miss P. J. (credit) 
Roper, R. A. 
_ LIVERPOOL 
Duckett, A. L. John, Miss A. M. 
Hughes, E. J. Porter, W. E. 
EDINBURGH 
Cosgrove, J. P. Mackellar, J. C. 
Cowie, R. S. MacLennan, K. J. R. 
Duncan, L. J. P. Nisbet, D. I. 
Ferguson, G. S. Porteous, A. J. 
Gibson, G. M. Salisbury, Norman 
Geary, John Scott, H. M. (credit) 
Geary, T. C. Snalam, H. E. 
Girvan, R. F. Rees, L. F. 
Henderson, N. J. D. Vickers, T. A. 
Jobling, Richard Walker, J. A. G. 
Machin, J. H. Willder, A. G. 
McCormick, W. J. M. White, G. J. 
GLascow 
Bannatyne, C. C. Muir, T. H. 
Campbell, D. T. J. Parker, Joseph 
Hastie, P. S. (credit) Pfob, L. S. 


Hartmann-Smith, C. A. Roberton, D. P. (credit) 
(credit) Roberts, R. M. (credit) 
Hukku, R. N. 


Sommerville, J. - 
Markson, L. M. 
* ok * * * 


SECURING OF HORSES IN AIR RAIDS 


The Securing of Horses (Defence) Order, 1940, No. 1799, 
the provisions of which were published in our issue of 
November 2nd, is revoked in favour of the new Regulation 
No. 1857, issued by the Ministry of Home Security on 
October 19th, 1940. The principal change is in Clause 2, 
which now reads as follows :-— 

“2. Where a person is in charge of a horse in any high- 
way or other public place to which the public have access 
and there is immediate danger. from a hostile attack which 
is in progress in the vicinity,;he shall comply. with any. 
directions which may be given .by a constable,,that the . 
horse shall be secured until the immediate danger: has 
ceased and with any further directions. which may be given 
by the constable as respects the manner or place in which 
the horse is to be secured and as respects, the place in which 
any vehicle drawn by the horse is to be left while the horse 
is so secured : 18% 

Provided that no such direction shall-be given unless the 
constable is satisfied that it is necessary for the public safety 
that the horse shall be secured.” 


| 
| 
| | 
| | 
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This alteration facilitates the movement of horse-drawn 
vehicles, leaving it to the discretion of the police officer to 
call such transport to a halt in case of immediate danger. 
There is now no obligation on drivers to secure their horses 
during the period of an air raid warning unless called upon 
to do so by a police officer. 

* * * * * 


UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 


Those members of the Veterinary Profession concerned — 


are reminded that, under the revised rules regarding 
unemployment insurance brought into operation by the 
passing of the Unemployment Insurance Act, 1940, any 
veterinary surgeon assistant earning over £250 but under 
£420 per annum must now be insured against unemploy- 
ment, the contributions to be paid into the unemployment 
fund by the assistant and his employer entitling him to 
out-of-work benefit. Full particulars may be obtained 
from any Labour Exchange. 
* * * 


SWINE FEVER DANGER 


Farmers are experiencing one of those periodic waves 
of swine fever which menace the industry from tim® to 
time, stated the Ministry of Agriculture in a) announce- 
ment, referring to the recent outbreaks in Last Anglia, 
which continued: “ All pig-owners are reminded, there- 
fore, of their responsibility to report to the police imme- 
diately they observe any suspicion of the disease. They 
should not invite other pig-owners to look at their pigs 
when they appear to be off colour or sickening for a 
disease. Owners who visit the ailing herds of their neigh- 
bours run a serious risk of conveying the disease from 
one herd to another. If such visits must be paid, the 
necessity for personal disinfection cannot be too strongly 
emphasised. Disease can also be conveyed from affected 
to healthy stock by lorries, and all lorry owners who 
carry pigs must ensure that their vehicles are thoroughly 
cleansed and disinfected after each journey and before 
they are again taken to where pigs are kept. ‘Thorough 
disinfection is the only safeguard.” 

» * * * * 


BRITISH EMPIRE CANCER CAMPAIGN 


The British Empire Cancer Campaign, after reviewing 
the general position of cancer research in this country 
during the war, and the applications made to it for finan- 
cial support during the coming year, considered it very 
desirable that essential cancer research should be en- 
couraged, subject to the personnel and facilities being 
available. A number of grants have, therefore, been 
made, in addition to those made by the provincial councils 
of the campaign. The total of approximately £34,000 
exceeds the grants made for the year 1940 by over £2,000. 


WAR-TIME FEEDING OF THE DAIRY HERD 


CHANGING THE RATIO OF IMPORTED AND Home-GROowN 
Foops 


Mr. James Mackintosh, of the National Institute for 
Research in Dairying, Reading, writes as follows in the 
October issue of the Home Farmer: — 7 

For some years before the outbreak of war attention 
was being directed to an increasing extent to the value of 
milk as a food. The term “ protective foods” was used 
to describe those foods which medical and nutritive re- 
search had discovered to have a value for the maintenance 
of health over and above that.indicated'by their percentage 
composition of proteins, fats and carbohydrates. 

-Milk was found to be one of the most valuable pro- 
tective foods, and milk products, such as butter and cheese, 
also occupied a high position. This welcome pre-war 
récognition of the nutritive value of the main product of 
our dairy farms has been emphasised under war-time 
conditions in two ways; first by introduction of a National 
Milk Scheme for the supply of free and cheap milk to 
expectant and nursing mothers and children under five 
years, that is, to those sections of the public whose need 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 46. Vox. 52. 811 


for milk is greatest; and secondly, by the official statement 
that the most important thing in British war-time farming 
is to maintain our milk supply. 

Climatic conditions, and the inherited tradition of milk 
production largely as a basis for butter and cheese- 
making have always ensured an ample supply of milk 
during the summer, and recently the seasonal variation 
in prices has stimulated production in the summer rather 
than in the winter. It is during the winter months, there- 
fore, especially in December and January, that in spite of 
improved methods of transport, there is any risk of a 
shortage of supplies for the liquid milk market. 


Last winter, the difficulties of transport under war 
conditions were intensified by the exceptionally severe 
frost, and there were instances of a definite shortage of 
milk in some centres. 
_ A study of the conditions of winter milk production 
in normal times affords ample evidence of the extent to 
which the feeding of dairy herds had become dependent 
on purchased cakes and meals which were used to supple- 
ment the bulky foods grown on the farm. 

Investigations into the cost of milk production made 
by the Agricultural Economics Research Institute, at 
Oxford, during the three years ending September, 1938, 
showed that on the information received from over 400 
farms, no less than 97 per cent. of the concentrated foods 
used in milk production were purchased. — 


The average weight of concentrates used per cow per 
annum varied amongst the M.M.B. regions ail 15 cwt. 
to 31 cwt. Even though the general average consumption 
of concentrates per cow throughout the country approxi- 
mates to the lower of the above-mentioned quantities the 
proportion purchased would still be some 90 per cent. of 
the total. 

There can be no doubt that the dependence on pur- 
chased cakes and meals (which are mainly derived from 
imported foods) was so great prior to the war on large 
and small farms alike, that it must be greatly reduced 
under the economic and transport conditions resulting 
from the war. ; 

In view of the national need for maintaining milk 
production, and especially winter milk production, at a 
high level during the war, and the equally pressing 
national need for reducing the imports of cattle feeding 
stuffs, it follows that more food suitable for winter milk 
production must be produced at home, hence the adoption 
of the policy that every dairy farm, and indeed every 
farm where imported foods are used, must become more 
self-supporting. 

In practice this means that a proportion of the land 
under grass must be ploughed up to grow cereals, pulse 
crops, and root crops suitable for winter feeding, and that 
wherever possible, the produce of meadows and leys be 
made into hay or silage of the highest quality. 

Where the point of view stated above has been clearly 
understood, determined and usually successful efforts 
have been made to adopt or extend the plough policy, 
but on some farms there has been a failure to grasp the 
situation as a whole, and the ploughing up of grass land 
has been objected to on the basis that less land would 
then be available for the dairy herd, and milk production 
would suffer. 

This limited outlook fails to see that unless more land 
is ploughed up and suitable crops grown, the dairy herd 
and winter milk production will suffer through a lack of 
suitable feeding stuffs. 

In other words, the possession of a dairy, herd managed 
for winter milk production is a better reason for ploughing 
up land than for retaining it under grass. Every farmer 
with experience of arable land knows that he gets a larger 
weight of cow food off an acre of ploughed land than off 
an acre of average grass land. is season many with 


a limited experience of arable cropping have had this 
truth exeraplified on their own farms by the comparison 
of the preduce of an area cut for meadow hay and the 
produce of a similar area of land which had been ploughed 


and put into spring oats.. 
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At the same time it must be realised that on some dairy 
farms where a large proportion of grass land is ploughed, 
there may be a shortage of egg or of hay until some 
of the newly ploughed land has been again seeded with a 
temporary ley or permanent pasture. 


Under such conditions some temporary reduction of. 
stock may be necessary; but no great harm will be done 


if this is made an opportunity to cull the herd more 
severely than usual. If the number of cows is reduced 
by 10 or even 20 per cent. by the disposal of the least 
— animals, including the poorest milkers, shy 
reeders and others of unsatisfactory type or health his- 
tory, the total output of milk from the herd will not be 
reduced by the same percentage; the average yield will 
be raised, and a better return will be obtained from the 
foods used. 

In addition to these reasons for more drastic culling 
the price obtainable for a fat cow is a larger contribution 


than in pre-war times towards the cost of replacement. . 


Circumstances indeed urge the adoption of a plan of 
management which will lead to the possession of a better 
herd with higher average production in future. 


Maxkrnc Up RatIons 


The feeding of dairy herds in the coming winter will 
differ from the practice of the past, in that the rations 
will have to consist more of home-grown foods. Extra 
thought will have to be given to the preparation of rations 
of a suitable balance for milk production from home- 
grown foods, together with such concentrates as may be 
obtainable. 

In recent years the rations given to dairy cows have 
become more uniform through the increased attention 
given to feeding for maintenance and production in rela- 
tion to the yield of milk per cow, and the greater popu- 
larity of compound dairy cakes, meals and cubes. Under 
war conditions the principles of rationing remain the 
same; but it will not be so simple to get rations complying 
with these principles. 

The maintenance part of the ration will continue to be 
made up of hay, or hay and straw, or hay, straw and roots, 
according to the foods available on the farm, and where 
supplies are sufficient, quantities adequate for mainten- 
ance, and the first gallon of milk can be given. 

On many farms the amount of hay available is less 
than usual, but this lack of quantity can be largely made 
up by the increase in quality. Rarely has there been a 
season so helpful towards the making of hay of high 
feeding value. Also the lack of bulk of hay can be made 
up for by the use of oat straw. 

Instead of the usual 17 to 18 Ib. average good hay for 
maintenance, the equivalent food value can be supplied 
by 12 Ib. very good 1940 hay, and 7 Ib. long oat straw. 
For maintenance and the first gallon of milk 20 Ib. first 
quality hay or 12 Ib. hay, 7 lb. oat straw and 35 Ib. marrow 
stem kale or 40-45 Ib. roots will be sufficient. 

Where silage has been made, this food can supplement 

maintenance part of the ration, or 25 to 30 Ib. can 
constitute the allowance for the first gallon of milk. 
These quantities are illustrations of the way in which 
the bulky home-grown foods can be used—there are many 
other combinations which are possible and which will 
enable these foods to provide for maintenance and the 
first gallon of milk. 

Oats have always been oy mer in the feeding of 
cows and now this cereal will have to take the place of 
much of the maize foods which had become so common. 
Oats are better balanced in respect of oil and lime than 
wheat or barley, but are too low in protein to constitute 
the sole food for the production part of the ration. 

To remedy this defect at least one food of high protein 
content is essential. Beans or peas ground to a meal and 
mixed with an equal weight of crushed oats will provide 
a balance of mixture, but unfortunately a scarcity of seed 
beans last autumn and the very severe winter frosts have 
lessened the supplies available for this winter. 

Where there are no home-grown beans or peas the best 
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sources of the essential protein are decorticated groundnut 
cake or meal, decorticated cotton seed or meal, soya bean 
cake or meal and linseed cake; other useful sources are 
meat and bone meals and sesame cake. 

The weight of these foods needed to balance the oats 
varies according to the protein content of the individual 
food; thus, 1 cwt, decorticated groundnut cake will 
balance 4 cwt. oats; 1 cwt. decorticated cotton cake will 
balance 3 cwt., and 1 cwt. linseed cake will balance 
14 cwt. Where it is desired to use barley or wheat for 
cow feeding these foods can replace up to one-third of 
the quantity of oats. 

Other foods, such as coconut cake, palm kernel cake, 
maize gluten feed and dairy cakes and meals, can be 
added to the oats mixtures in any proportion, and if 
home-grown linseed is available, 10 per cent. can be 
added with advantage. 

Again, the mixtures set out above are only specimens 
and may be varied in innumerable ways to suit the kinds 
and quantities of home-grown grains and purchased 
foods. It is indeed fortunate that a working knowledge 
of the basic principles of rationing for milk production 
has become so general in recent years—we are much 
better equipped to meet emergency feeding conditions 
than in 1914-18. 

One other practical point must receive attention— 
control quantities carefully, especially of concentrates, 
and do not waste foods. 


* * * * * 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE NEWS SERVICE 
GRANTS FOR PREMIUM BULLS 


As already announced, it has been decided to resume 
immediately the award of grants for premium bulls. The 
rates of grant payable and the general rules of the scheme 
for England and Wales will be the same as those operating 
before the suspension of the scheme on the outbreak of 
war. 

Any farmer in England or Wales who wishes to keep 
an approved bull under the scheme for the service of his 
own cows and those of other stockowners in his district 
should apply to the District. Livestock Officer, whose 
name and address, if not already known, can be obtained 
by farmers in England from the Secretary, Ministry of 


Agriculture and Fisheries, Fernlea Hotel, Lytham St. 


es, Lancashire, and by farmers in Wales from the 
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, Welsh 
Department, 17, Eastgate, Aberystwyth, Cardigan. 


Farmyard Manure is the Basis of Fertility.—The basis 
of all rational manuring, ancient or modern, is farmyard 
manure. Animal manure, solid and liquid, together with 
the litter that holds it together, supply all the food that 
plants require. In addition, it improves the texture of 
the soil, enabling it to absorb moisture so that it becomes 
less sticky in wet times and less likely to dry out in times 
of drought. It is not ideally balanced, for it tends to 

roduce bulk rather than quality; but better balance can 
be obtained by the addition of phosphates. In a- four- 
course rotation that includes roots and clover, ten tons of 
dung per acre given to the roots and five cwt. of slag per 
acre given to the clover are sufficient to maintain average 
soil in full fertility. 

If the whole of a farm were worked in rotation and 
fully stocked with animals, there would be enough dung 
to go round, even if the rotation were extended to seven 
years so as to include three years of grass. A clovery 
pasture, well grazed for two or three. years and then 
ploughed up, is equivalent in manurial value to another 
dressing of dung. 

Full use of the plough is the only certain way of ensur- 
ing continued productivity, by providing the raw material 
for farmyard manure, which at present is almost our only 
source of potash. Most of the potash is in the urine and 
to save this we must use plenty of litter to soak it up, 
divert the surplus to liquid manure tanks and protect 


dung heaps from rain, which tends to wash out the 
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potash. All the time those little heaps of manure are 
about the fields weeks and months, 

eir: is. disappearing.: Dung in. the ‘yards, in 
heaps in the fields and even in “ pats” is all wasting until 
Dung in alternate years, with slag occasionally. in the 
intervening years, is the best way toe ensure both yield 
and -quality of hay. On light, chalky land, dung and 
slag in combination is the most effective way of improving 
poor pasture, short of ploughing up and re-seeding. 
Dung is also an excellent means of ensuring early bite. 
No need then to worry about palatability. 

We can learn from the past as well as the present. 
Throughout the ages, the best farmers have stuck to 
fundamentals; and in the eighteenth century, when 
British farming reached a higher peak of productivity 
and self-sufficiency than it has ever known since, artificial 
fertilisers were unknown. Dung, marling and the com- 
post heap were their stand-bys for keeping soil healthy 
and fruitful. During the last war, attempts were made 
to restore to cultivation a large tract of light land in 
Norfolk that had reverted to bracken, scrub and rabbits. 
Full use was made of modern fertilisers and modern 
machinery. The attempt failed. But more than a cen- 
tury before, Coke of Norfolk and Turnip Townshend 
tackled exactly the same problem with success. The 
essential difference between the old improvers and the 
new was that the old fellows marled their land first, thus 
giving it more body, more lime, more potash and a better 
capacity to hold water, and used large quantities of dung. 


Livestock and Arable Farming: Plough not the Stock- 
keeper’s Enemy.—Corn-growing versus stock-farming 
was once a live agricultural issue. ‘To-day it has become 
little more than an academic discussion, for every month 
it becomes more evident that the two are no longer 
competitive but complementary. Just before the war, a 
change back to the old ways of mixed farming was gather- 


_ ing force as the advantage of ley farming for much of 


our land became more apparent. War clinched the 
matter. Apart from the greater amount of human food 
that arable farming produces, more arable land became a 
necessity for producing food for our livestock also. 

It was conceivable that after a sufficient number of 
years had passed to bring all our ploughable land into 
one or other of the many variations of ley farming, our 
livestock might not have been merely maintained in their 
existing high numbers, but quite considerably increased. 
For fresh pastures carry more stock. But it seemed too 
much to hope that the animal population could be main- 
tained in the first year of more extensive ploughing up, 
with all the dislocation it was bound to cause on so 
many farms. And yet this has happened, so far as dairy 
cows, cattle and sheep are concerned. Now we are busy 
ploughing up still more land; the grazing area will be 
further reduced; once more a slight reduction of cattle 
and sheep might appear inevitable. : 

But we can take heart from our first year’s experience. 
Good grass is the cheapest and best of feeding stuffs, 
but arable farming produces fodder crops that will pro- 
vide winter feed and make up for deficiencies in imported 
feeding stuffs. There are signs that the plough is not 
only a great food producer but a great awakener of 
interest in the soil. The thought and care that has to 
be given to the planning and production of arable crops 
seems to be reacting favourably upon the management of 
farms as a whole. « 

The new generation of mixed farmers that the war is 
producing are thinking not only of ploughing problems 
but also of better management of the rema grass- 
land, whether it be along the lines of improving the grass 
crop, or in the direction of making better hay, or making 
silage. It would be rash to be too hopeful and count 
upon a repetition of the happy story of 1940 and its 
maintained livestock population. But the farmers have 
got their coats off. They have already shown remarkable 
powers of improvisation. The plough has breathed new 
life into the land in more senses than one, and it would 
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be a mistake to assume too readily that. more. up-turned 
acres must: necessarily be accompanied by reduced 


_ Beating the Drought: Lucerne provides Silage when 
other Crops Fail_‘There can be few places in d 
where the rainfall is lower or the land lighter than at 
Elvedon, on Lord-Iveagh’s Suffolk estate. But even there 
this autumn silage making has been going ahead. Lucerne 
is the explanation. ~The fields where it was growing 
stood out a vivid green in this summer’s brown landscape. 

Thanks largely to lucerne, that is kept on the land for 
about five years and forms part of a modified four-course 
shift, the Elvedon farms of about 1,200 acres carry 100 
dairy cows and 220 young stock, besides 400 sheep, 90 
Essex sows and some 9,000 poultry. Some 300 acres of 
lucerne are grown and some of it has been cropped three 
and even four times in the course of the year. The crop 
has been grazed, it has given 250 tons of first quality 
hay, and 300 tons of silage have been made. . 

At a recent demonstration at Elvedon lucerne silage was 
being made in a portable wire silo, but it has also been 
made in a wooden silo and a concrete tower. Early in 
the year 150 tons were made in a clamp with excellent 
results, to which the dry, light nature of the land and the 
dry season contributed. 

Last winter a high degree of independence of imported 
concentrates was attained by feeding lucerne hay and 
silage with kale and sugar beet pulp. For example, 80 
head of young stock were fed entirely on lucerne silage 
and barley straw and flourished. Silage making on these 
farms has been found to fit in well with the farm rotation 
and the organisation of labour. 


Horse Chestnuts and Acorns.—The following note has 
been received from one who has successfully used horse 
chestnuts and acorns for feeding purposes : — 

(1) Horse Chestnuts. First blanch the nuts, prefer- 
ably under steam pressure, then place in cold water. 
Running water is best, but, if not available, change the 
water after three hours. Soft water is essential. After 
soaking till the bitterness is gone the nuts are dried and 
are then ready for consumption. 

(2) Acorns. Blanch in the same way as for horse chest- 
nuts. The bitterness can be quickly removed from acorns 
by keeping them in boiling water for 5 to 10 minutes. 
After drying, the nuts will turn a brownish colour but 
are perfectly edible. _ 


Ensiling Sugar Beet Tops.—On a farm with a good 
acreage of sugar beet lifted from October to December, 
the tops can usually be fed “ fresh ” continuously through 
the autumn and sometimes into January. “ Fresh” tops 
can be fed off by sheep and sows, or carted off to cattle 
and other stock on pasture or bullocks in yards. Any 
tendency to scour can be checked by allowing the tops to 
wilt for a few days and adding powdered chalk at about 
1 Ib. to a load of to 

The fullest use should be made of tops for feeding in 

this way as it is undoubtedly the most satisfactory and 
most economical method of using them, provided suitable 
reductions are made in the rest of the ration, so as to 
eke out other foodstuffs. 
' If the supply of tops is too great to feed fresh, the 
surplus should be ensiled for later use. The probable 
surplus can be roughly estimated on the basis of 8 tons 
of tops from 10 tons of washed beet; and consumption 
may be taken to be 1 acre of tops per week for each 
90 to 100 ewes, $ acre per week for every 30 cows (i.¢., 
42 Ib. per cow daily), and other stock in proportion. 

Methods of ensiling, carting and feeding are described 
in “ Growmore” Leaflet No. 40, which can be had free 
and post free on application to the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Hotel Lindum, St. Annes, Lytham St. Annes, 
Lancs. 


Self-Help with the Milk Supply.—Countries at war 
are thrown back more and more on their own resources. 
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At the beginning of their second war winter, farmers— 
and dairy farmers in particular—can see the need for a 
much greater degree of self-sufficiency than they have 
to. 
. Imported feeding-stuffs are not available in anything 
like foto supplies; and although milk producers 
have b ven priority, the need for growing a maximum 
uantity of fodder crops on the farm is even greater in 
eir case than in other branches of the industry. 

The milk supply must be maintained. And cake will 
be in shorter supply than usual. Producers who expect 
imported feeding-stuffs to be whisked out of the blue, 
and do not change their system of farming to any appre- 
ciable extent, are not merely handicapping themselves— 

ort, 


Good Crops from Derelict Land.—Large tracts of 
derelict land are being reclaimed in Montgomeryshire, 
where it is hoped to have an additional 3,000 acres of 
potatoes next year. Rough mountain grazing ground on 
the lower slopes of Plinlimmon has been ploughed to 
give improved temporary pasturage and crops of potatoes 
that are encouraging local farmers to extend their opera- 
tions. 

The County War Agricultural Committee ploughed 
up a large area of bracken-covered derelict land near 
Welshpool and planted it with rape and potatoes. Al- 
though the work was done late, satisfactory crops have 


* 

The Royal College of Surgeons, in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
was comparatively little damaged when a bomb fell in the 
garden in the centre of the square. Windows and their 
frames were destroyed, doors and partition walls blown 
down, and several ceilings damaged. The Hunterian 
Collection had been removed to a place of safety, but some 
damage was done to specimen jars, particularly in the 
Army medical war collection. The skeleton of Byrne, 
the 7 ft. 8 in. Irish giant, is intact. 

* * * * 

Further temporary war-time removals from London by 
breed societies were recently announced as follows: Shire 
Horse Society, Hunters Improvement Society, British 
Kerry Cattle Society and Sussex Herd Book Society, all 
at 5, Broadway East, Denham, Uxbridge, Middlesex. 
Formerly all were housed at 12, Hanover Square, 


Many breed societies have left the Metropolis and gone 
into the quiet of the country, whefe, in a way, they really 
belong. Hanover Square societies in any case, had 
not much longer to stay under their lease, and their housing 
problem is bound to recur. Will the old scheme for a 
combined headquarters for all the breed societies be 
resurrected 


?—Farmer and Stockbreeder. 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
Gut pan cn for tention following Satesdey's 

The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 
* * * 


TREATMENT OF STRAINED TENDONS 

To THe Epitor oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 
Sir,—The article by Dr. Fraser—and the subsequent 
correspondence—-has been very interesting, especially as 
some opinions are diametrically opposed. Perhaps if one 
analyses the reasons for these differences it may be help- 
ful. In one case objections to firing are chiefly ethical 
and made on the grounds of cruelty. This depends a 
great deal on the method of application and after-treat- 
ment. 
If the operation is done under a ge: anaesthetic or 
an effective local anaesthetic applied in the correct posi- 
tion over the nerves requiring to be blocked; if the 
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cautery is used skilfuily with a light steady hand so that 
the skin between the lines is not scorched, and the dermis 
not deeply penetrated; if a mild blister is rubbed in 
lightly afterwards; if the horse is not tied up, but cross 
reins or a cradle are applied, the horse being allowed to 
walk about and eat from a hay net or manger, there is no 
distress and little pain. When, on the other. hand, no 
anaesthetic is employed, or it is incorrectly used, and the 
hot iron is allowed to rest on the skin for too long a 
period; when an irritating blister is rubbed in for ten 
minutes, and the horse is tied up short on pillar reins, 
then, I agree, it is very painful and distressing to the 
horse, and may cause complications. I can only say that 
after firing thousands of horses, I have never had one 
“die from pneumonia, blood poisoning, tetanus or other 
complications.” 

r. Irving quotes Mr. Hunting’s experiments with 
cart-horses, and I must agree that the results of firing in 
these are not so effective as in thoroughbreds and hunters, 
and that a long rest if it can be given is a better treatment. 
So many strains in cart-horses are secondary to ringbone 
or sidebone lameness, and often due to slipping on town 
roads—an entirely different condition from that met with 
in thoroughbreds. 

One can also understand Mr. Irving’s objection to firing 
stallions destined to go abroad, though on the Continent 
there does not appear to be any objection to firing—in 
fact, the reverse is the case. As to the evidence for which 
Mr. Irving asks, it is impossible in a letter to go into 
detail, but perhaps I may be allowed to quote three cases 
in which prolonged rest, and careful treatment over con- 
siderable periods, had been given, and as a last resort the 
horses had been fired, after which they stood up to the 
most severe tests possible. 

1. A hunter with a severely strained suspensory 
ligament, He was given prolonged treatment and 
rest over two seasons, but would not stand hunting. 
The owner decided to get rid of him, and I bought 
him. The suspensory was point fired and never 
afterwards gave the slightest trouble although I 
hunted him all the winter, and show jumped him in 
the summer for four years. He won point-to-points 
and more than £500 jumping. 

2. A thoroughbred gelding which would not stand 
training. He was treated for twelve months, tried 
again and in spite of the greatest care the tendons 
gave way. He was blistered and again put away for 
about a year, but went lame when worked, so both 
fore legs were line fired. He later won many steeple- 
chases and ran well in the National for three conse- 
cutive years, but the tendons were always hard, cool 
and callous. 

3. A thoroughbred colt with weak fleshy fore legs 
which required constant care and attention. Even- 
tually the horse had to be rested, and the tendons 
blistered. He was put in training again and broke 
down. The tendons were line fired and the suspen- 
sory ligaments point fired. A few weeks later he was 
gradually brought into work, and after winning one 
race ran very prominently in the Derby, the legs 
never causing any anxiety afterwards. 

It has been my practice to examine studs of hunters 
immediately after a season’s hunting, and often again 
when they come up from grass; in this way one is able to 
assess the effects of work and rest over a long period. 

Time after time I have tried all sorts of treatments 
and long periods of rest without permanent success, only 
to be forced to resort to firing in the end, with the most 
beneficial results, so I am convinced that for horses 
which have to do fast work, with consequent great stretch- 
ing of the tendons, a very strong union of the ruptured 
fibres must be obtained, and this can best be done by 
rousing a strong reaction by the actual cautery. 

Yours faithfully, 
Geo. P. MALe. 


Westcroft, 
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Factors in Canine Nutrition 
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Calcium 


In previous advertisements we have dealt with vitamin D and the calcium- 
phosphorus ratio as a single subject. Though these three factors are 
indeed intimately connected, instances of a simple calcium deficiency 
must also be considered. The main function of calcium is undoubtedly 
to form sound bones and teeth, but it is also of considerable importance 
in several other bodily functions. It is, for example, present in all cells 
and is necessary in some obscure way for their proper functioning. It 
is also concerned with the coagulation of the blood and is related to 
nervous and muscular irritability. Owing to the fact that calcium is 
being constantly excreted by the bowel, a regular supply in assimilable 
form is particularly important for good health. A deficiency causes a 
dog to draw on the supply in its own bones and teeth, and osteomalacia 
is one of the first results. This is particularly so during pregnancy ‘and 
lactation, when large supplies of calcium are essential. 
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of the rest of the Vitamin B complex | as much protein nourishment as 3 ozs. 
and Vitamin E, which have as yet | of prime raw fillet steak. 


PACKETS 6d. and 1/6d. (about }-lb. and 1-lb. respectively) are sold to the 
general public through chemists and corn chandlers. The 7/6d. tin (containing 
about 7-lbs.) is supplied to qualified Veterinarians at 5/6d. Orders of 3 tins 
and over are sent carriage free. 
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